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Easter Morn 
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Easter Morn finds the Christian contemplating the heavenly shore, 
reunion with loved ones who have gone before, the invigoration of 
celestial air and the everlasting joys of the home Jesus has gone to 
prepare for us. His resurrection verifies what He said, vindicates what 
He claimed and validates what He did. 


Christ’s resurrection changed Mary from a mourner into a mes- 
senger; it changed Thomas from a doubter into a believer; it changed 
Peter from a denier into a preacher and it changed Paul from a per- 
secutor into a missionary. The early Christians went forth preaching 
“Jesus, and the resurrection” (Acts 17:18). Some mocked, some pro- 
crastinated and some believed. For those who believed, the Easter event 





became an Easter experience; a cleansing, life-changing, transforming 
experience! 


—Adapted from “The Easter Message” 
by Paul S. James, THE AMERICAN TRACT SOC. 
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Because of the special context of 
the Easter season, we are interrupting 
Dr. Gutzke’s devotional series this 
week in order to bring you two un- 
usual articles, one on the death of 
Christ, the other on His resurrection. 
We hope they will prove a blessing. 





With church union before the Gen- 
eral Assembly again in the form of 
two overtures coming up from Texas 
this year, we have had a “here we go 
again!”’ feeling all week. The only 
major comment we expect to make on 
the issue appears in this week’s edi- 
torial columns. We hope you will 
read it. 





That AF manual issue keeps coming 
back on account of a never-diminish- 
ing flood of releases and comments 
crossing this desk. One comment we 
saw left us disquieted. It is not unre- 
lated to the church union issue. The 
editor of a UPUSA Presbyterian mag- 
azine had this to say about the manual, 
a bulky volume on the total problem 
of national security, which we have 
read: “We are constrained to admit 
that the manual is factual at certain 
points. For instance, the page num- 
bers are quite correct and run consec- 
utively. The names of the dedicated 
churchmen who are so foully slandered 
in the document are spelled correctly. 
But with these exceptions—there could 
be others which we didn’t find — facts 
cease to be facts and are twisted into 
outright lies’’. 


We feel sorry for any UPUSA broth- 
er who had to make up his mind solely 
on the basis of such reporting. 





You may be surprised to know that 
no small part of the ministry of the 
Journal is in book sales and reprint 
sales. Our reprints, especially, enjoy 
a wide distribution. Just out of curi- 
osity, we counted the reprints shipped 
last week alone. There were 1,315 of 
them, representing eleven different 
tracts and pamphlets. 





Did you tell the people of your con- 
gregation about the Journal during 
“Church Paper Week’’? 
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CONGO — The following extracts 
from the Kaniama church Session’s 
records give an interesting insight into 


the work in the Congo.—Ed. 


1. Mbaya Kahinga, baptized ’48. 
Wife Kabunga, claims to be Christian 
but never studied the Catechism and 
no evidence of ever being baptized. 
14-year-old daughter baptized in in- 
fancy, but instead of living with her 
parents in a Christian home, has been 
sent to live with heathen grandmother 
without opportunity to go to primary 
school. Couple was urged to get the 
girl and bring her back to Kaniama; 
wife was urged to study with the 
ministers; husband told to begin prac- 
ticing his “claimed’’ faith. 


2. Mbikai Andre, baptized ’41. Has 
been in Kaniama since ’58. Wife 
Kahinga not even a professing Chris- 
tian, children not baptized. Mbikai 
has no church membership card, no 
offering envelope and, so far as Ses- 
sion can determine, no real faith. 
Suggested that he re-enter the ad- 
vanced class of catechumens to learn 
again of Christ. Not permitted to take 
Communion this time. 


3. Shindindi and wife, both Chris- 
tians from another mission down the 
way. Do not speak Tshiluba, but are 
always present for services and are 
faithful in stewardship. Report to min- 
ister when they leave and ask for note 
of introduction to Christians they may 
meet. Admitted to Communion with 
thanks to God for their testimony. 


4. Ngoi Samuel. Showed up a bit 
unsteady. Asked how many bottles 
of beer he had drunk, admitted to 
one. No membership card, no offering 
envelope, no record of giving, no evi- 
dence of faith. Sent back to catechu- 
men class to learn again of Christ, 
will be called before April meeting of 
Session. 


5. Manyongo Dorcas wa Tshipena. 
Had three children and when she had 


What’s In A NameP 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 

An Irish name would be a good idea 
in the White House, but it could be- 
long to a Protestant as well as a Ro- 
man Catholic, a Methodist public re- 
lations official said here. 


O. B. Fanning, who comes by his 
Irish name honestly through ances- 
tors from the Emerald Isle, took issue 
with Father Thurston Davis, S. J., of 
the Jesuit magazine “America” who 
said in an editorial that Sen. John F. 
Kennedy’s bid for the Presidency im- 
plies great changes in the social face 
of America, for one thing, no longer 
a President having a “proper sort of 
Protestant surname’”’. 


“If Sen. Kennedy really means to 
corral all the Irish vote,” said Mr. 
Fanning, with an Irish twinkle, “he 
had better not overlook 659 Meth- 
odist preachers whose first names be- 
gin with the prefix ‘Mc’ or the 38 
whose names begin with ‘O’’ from the 
O’Brians, to O’Hara, O’Shaughnessy 
and O’Steen.” 


For that matter, there are 12 Fitz- 
geralds in the ranks of the Methodist 
clergy. There are also no less than 49 
Kellys, 19 Rileys, 8 Sullivans, and 6 
each of the Finnegans and Flanagans. 


*“We’ve also a good representation 
of Casey’s, Shea’s, Daugherty’s, and 
one who is just named Irish.” 


So, come again, he asked Father 
Davis, what is a “Protestant sur- 
name” in America? 





no more, husband married second wife 
with no objection from her. Second 
wife now has 6 children and Dorcas 
has 8 more. Although husband keeps 
second wife, he also gives to the 
church, asks for dedication service for 
new car or house, has children bap- 
tized (someone on previous sessions 
slipped here). On basis of Dorcas’ 
testimony that she has not complained 
about second wife and did not ask 
the elders to dissuade her husband 
from taking step, she is left in her 
present circumstances, will be brought 
before Session again in April. Not to 
take Communion this time. 

—Rev. Charles T. McKee 


Into And Out Of 


Unitarianism 


WASHINGTON — An Episcopal vi- 
car describes his 22-year round-trip 
into and out of Unitarianism in the 
March 14 issue of Christianity Today. 


The Rev. John Clarence Petrie of 
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in 
Clewiston, Florida, refers to his re- 
turn as “the slow process of rebuild- 
ing a lost faith.” 


He says the issue was between: 
“Jesus as the ideal, good Man, the 
world’s supremely ethical and spiritual 
leader, yet a product of His time; or 
God having taken upon Himself our 
flesh so that He might do for us what 
no mere human leader could do.” 


“My experience as a Unitarian 
clergyman,” Petrie states, “convinced 
me that there was no halfway house 
between those two positions.” 


Petrie graduated from General The- 
ological Seminary (Episcopal, New 
York City) and was ordained shortly 
thereafter. Within a year, however, he 
resigned his Orders and began to teach 
school. Then he entered the Unitarian 
ministry, where he held churches in 
Lynchburg, Virginia, Memphis, and 
Houston. He returned to the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church in 1949, and 
served at Christ Church in Harlan, 
Kentucky, before assuming his pres- 
ent work in Florida. 


In the course of his article, “Jesus: 
Leader or Savior?” Petrie asserts im- 
plicitly that Unitarian views are cur- 
rently being advanced even from pul- 
pits of large denominational churches 
where men often feel like hypocrites 
even as they “sing the old hymns and 
administer the ordinances and sacra- 
ments.” 


A Unitarian colleague who had like- 
wise left “orthodoxy” told him: “I 
could have gone right on preaching 
Unitarianism in my church before Sun- 
day congregations of a thousand or 
more made up of parishioners for 
whom Unitarianism was a despised 
word whereas the thing itself was un- 
recognized and therefore accepted’’. 
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Jacksonville, Fla., April 28 - May 3 


The 100th General Assembly 


PRAYER FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Wuereas, The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States fully 
recognizes the efficacy of the prayers of God’s people, and the necessity for divine guid- 


ance in its own deliberations; therefore, 


Resolved, First, That the General Assembly recommends to all the churches under its 
care to offer special prayer during the devotions of the Sabbath preceding the meeting of 
the General Assembly in each year, that God would of great mercy so give the Assembly 
the wisdom that cometh from above, and so direct all its plans, discussions and decisions 
as to promote His own glory and to advance the kingdom of Jesus in the earth. 

Resolved, Second, That the above preamble and resolution be printed annually in the 
Appendix to the Minutes of the Assembly. (Minutes of General Assembly, 1863, p. 133.) 


AGENCY REPORTS (Concl.) 


Board of Education 


The report of the Board of Educa- 
tion consists largely of routine mat- 
ters. It 1) reports progress in the 
Curriculum improvement program; 2) 
celebrates an increasingly effective 
ministry in all of its divisions; 3) ex- 
presses a growing concern for the 
needs of Higher Education; 4) reports 
an unprecedented reception of the 
first volumes of the LAYMAN’S BI- 
BLE COMMENTARY; 5) acknowl- 
edges increased receipts, but points out 
that its income was still just 66.2% 
of the amount apportioned by the As- 
sembly. 


In this last connection, the Board 
asks, “Is there not some way where- 
by all the Boards and Agencies of the 
Church might receive their propor- 
tionate share... 7?” If this question 
implies an interest in an even more 
arbitrary division of funds than now 
takes place under the Equalization 
Fund (see comments on the General 
Council, April 13 Journal) the Assem- 
bly will probably answer the question 
with great caution. Nothing discour- 
ages giving more than the thought 
that one’s gifts may go to some cause 
other than the one intended by the 
giver. 


Board of Church Extension 


This report is also mostly routine. 
A summary of the matters covered 
by the report appeared in the March 
16 Journal (a few copies of which are 
still available). The Board reports the 
organization of 563 new churches in 
our denomination within the past ten 
years or an average of a little over 
one a week. 


Most important phase of the Board’s 
activities in the coming Centennial 
year will be carried out by the Divi- 
sion of Evangelism. Plans for the Cen- 


PAGE 4 


tennial observance in 1961 include 
massive evangelistic efforts for which 
the entire Church is asked to gird it- 
self. 


Historical Foundation 


This much neglected agency repre- 
sents a treasure trove of historical ma- 
terial available for study and research 
at almost any level. The Foundation’s 
report reminds churches, Presbyteries, 
Synods and all organizations to place 
their records — or copies thereof — 
with the Foundation. 


Mountain Retreat Association 


A summary of the recent actions 
of the Board of Directors of Montreat 
appeared in the March 2 Journal (a 
few copies are still available). The 
charter is being amended in one or 
two significant particulars, conform- 
ing to the expressed wishes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. The new status of 
Montreat - Anderson College is ex- 
plained. And the relationship between 
Montreat as a Conference Center and 
the Church it serves is strengthened. 


Montreat reminds the Church that 
the Methodists have spent $1,000,000 
on Junaluska during the past decade; 
that the Baptists have designated 
$200,000 a year for six years for 
Ridgecrest. The Presbyterians certain- 
ly can do no less by the finest Con- 
ference center, perhaps, in the coun- 
try. 


Presbyterian Foundation 


This agency, established to receive 
and administer legacies and other gifts, 
reports that it is now administering 
some 52 legacies and has total assets 
of $2,651,632. The income from these 
legacies is being distributed to some 
34 beneficiaries, including all of our 
boards, all of our seminaries, six pres- 
byteries and six local churches. 


(Cont. on p. 21, Col. 3) 
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SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


Appomattox 
Ministers: W. W. Glass, James F. Merrin, 
Robert H. Ramey, Jr., Edgar 
A. Woods. 
Warren C. Fulton, T. J. Mc- 
Ilwaine, N. Page Loftis, Mat- 
thew Lyle. 


Elders: 


Hanover 

Herbert M. McCallum, Robert 
W. Simpson, C. C. Gamble, 
Jr., Eugene C. Ensley, John B. 
Boyd, E. T. Thompson. 

Emmitt j. Taylor, M. C. Alton, 
Fred Doeg, William C. Hueston, 
T. Marshall Gordon, W. Mon- 
roe Wells. 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Lexington 

Alfred G. Taylor, James 
Sprunt, Allen Jones, Daniel D. 
Dickinson, Jr., Raymond Fitch 
Kepler, Richard P. Hayes. 

J. M. Brownlee, Jacob L. John- 
son, E. P. Reeves, Laurence A. 
Brunton, Raymond C. Dingle- 
dine, Jr., S. Mack Lotts. 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Montgomery 
Wentz J. Miller, John T. Hay- 
ter, Jr., Marion L. Simmons, 
John A. Ricks. 
Wm. Blair Mitchell, Fred J. 
Avery, T. E. Lipes, Harvey L. 
Dent. 


Ministers: 
Elders: 


Norfolk 
Herbert H. Flitton, John E. 
Johnson, Ragland N. Fletcher, 
Herbert L. Underwood, R. H. 
Fernandez, G. M. Apperson, Jr. 
Karl C. Edwards, Robert M. 
Oldham, Joseph C. Nelson, 
Thomas L. Eure, K. L. Mac- 
Leod, Jr., Junius F. Overton. 

Potomac 
Ministers: L. B. Colquitt, Jr., Barton L. 
Hellmuth, James A. Payne, Jr., 
J. Randolph Taylor, Nelson F. 


Ministers: 


Elders: 


Veise. 
Elders: Dan I. McKeithen, Carl M. 
Knobel, Elmer M. Brown, Willis 
D. Lawrence, Edgar H. Zirke. 
Winchester 
Ministers: David R. Holt, II, Carlyle A. 
McDonald, Robert M. Camp- 
bell. 
Elders: Edwin Miller, Archie Fry, James 
Beam. 
SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 
Bluestone 
Ministers: Arnold Mollett, Herschel Glad- 
ney. 
Elders: D. B. Stevenson, Jr. R. S. 
Bowers. 


Greenbrier 
Ministers: Warner Dubose, Jr., A. B. Shif- 
let. 
Marion Shiflet, A. G. Timber- 
lake. 
Kanawha 
Ministers: Vernon L. Fisher, A. D. Ellison, 
Jr., Aubrey N. Brown, Edward 
S. Currie, Paul J. Coblentz. 
Elders: W. S. Fierbaugh, Chester P. 
Tinsley, Roy S. Long, Virgil K. 
Casto, Wilmer S. Oyler. 


Elders: 


ADDITIONAL COMMISSIONERS 
Atlanta 
Ministers: John R. Richardson, C. Edward 


Davis. 


Elders: S. J. Morcock 
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Was Jesus Christ killed or did He give up His life? 


Che Sufferings of Christ 


We speak often of the cross of Jesus 
Christ on which the greatest drama of 
all time took place. “In the Cross of 
Christ I glory’, we sing, and rightly 
so. But our salvation does not derive 
from the physical cross. It derives 
from what took place on the cross. 


Blood was shed there. And we 
speak often of the blood of Christ. By 
the shedding of His blood atonement 
was made for the sins of the world: 


“What can wash my sins away? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!” 


Death took place on the cross, of 
course. But before the blood was 
shed, before the death took place there 
was suffering. And in the sufferings 
of Christ there is the key to our bet- 
ter understanding of the Atonement. 


Peter never lost sight of the suffer- 
ings of Christ. In his first epistle 
he uses the expression “the suffer- 
ings of Christ” or “He suffered” 
some fifteen times. Actually, he never 
refers to our Lord’s death at all. He 
uses the more poignant expression, 
“Christ suffered” for us. 


HE SUFFERED IN 
DIFFERENT WAYS 


The Lord Jesus suffered in many 
ways. Not only during the hours of 
the actual crucifixion, when His blood 
was poured out; not only in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane when in agony His 
sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling to the ground, but all 
during the years of His public min- 
istry He suffered in various ways. 


For example, Hebrews 12:3 says 
that he endured great “contradiction” 
of sinners against Himself. He en- 
dured animosity and rebellion. That 
is hard to do. It calls for suffering. 
He suffered on account of the contra- 
diction of those about Him, the very 
ones He came to help. As He went 
about teaching and healing, the 
Scribes and Pharisees constantly met 
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Him with their animosity. When He 
cast out demons they contradicted His 
power. They accused Him of casting 
them out not by the power of God, 
but by the power of Beelzebub, prince 
of demons. When Jesus said, “I am 
the Light of the world,” they replied, 
“Thou bearest record of Thyself; Thy 
record is not true.”” When Jesus said, 
“T and the Father are One,” they cyni- 
cally and insultingly replied, ‘““‘Where 
is Thy Father?” 


When Jesus said, “Your father Ab- 
raham rejoiced to see My day,” they 
intimated that He was crazy. They 
said, “You are not yet fifty years old, 
and have you seen Abraham?” They 
twisted His statement into a contra- 
diction. Jesus had not said that He 
had seen Abraham, but that Abraham 
had seen His day. Afar off, in faith 
Abraham had seen the Messiah. 


Then there is another way in which 
Jesus suffered for us. Have any of 
you parents ever seen your children 
suffer in any way and have not suf- 
fered with them? Sometimes you have 
suffered even more cruelly than the 
child himself. As you think on that ex- 
perience you have just a faint idea of 
the compassionate suffering of Jesus. 


It has been true of Him through 
eternity that He is “able to be touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities.” 
Over and over again we are told that 
He had compassion. Remember how 
He groaned at the grave of His friend 
Lazarus and actually wept? “O Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem!” He moaned over 
His beloved city. His sympathy was 
actually so keen as to cause Him suf- 
fering. The prophet said, “In all 
their afflictions He was afflicted.” So 
many sick! So many blind! How 
gladly “He laid His hands on every one 
of them and healed them”. (Luke 4: 
40). 


In Hebrews 2:18 we have the 
strange statement, “He suffered be- 
ing tempted.” There are many forms 


REV. C. R. STEGALL, Sr. 


of suffering. But did you know that 
temptation can bring suffering? Have 
you ever suffered when tempted? 
Christ did. There was nothing in His 
Being that could respond to tempta- 
tion (He being God in the flesh) yet 
the experience cost Him dear. For 
one thing it cost Him forty days of 
lonely fasting in the wilderness, so 
that afterward when He “was an 
hungered” He might be the target of 
the Adversary. Then the Devil, hav- 
ing utterly failed in his attack on the 
blessed Son of God, departed from 
Him “for a season.” 


May we pause on that expression 
“for a season” just for a moment? 
Does that not indicate that the Devil 
did not forsake Him nor leave Him 
for long? While we may not have 
the record in the New Testament of 
His other temptations, may we not 
assume that all during His public min- 
istry the Devil came back to Him with 
various temptations? What a victory 
this would have been for Satan had 
he been able to deflect the Son of 
God from His eternal mission! Surely 
the Devil is a stubborn adversary, as 
many of us have found out. When 
as a young man I committed myself 
wholly to the Lord I honestly felt that 
from that moment on the Devil would 
leave me alone. He didn’t! 


CHRIST’S SUFFERINGS 
FOREORDAINED 


Of course Christ’s physical suffer- 
ings had been predicted long before 
by the prophets. The Holy Spirit had 
inspired Isaiah to place in the divine 
Record, “He was wounded ... He 
was bruised . . . the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes are we healed” (Isaiah 
53:5). The Gospels will bear this out. 
They tell us of His physical suffer- 
ings. For example, John tells us that 
the officers bound Him (Jno. 18:12) 
and struck Him (Jno. 18:22). Pilate 
scourged Him (Jno. 19:1), the soldiers 
smote Him, having crowned Him with 
a crown of thorns. 
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But sore as were these physical suf- 
ferings, they pale in severity before 
the awful mental and spiritual suffer- 
ing, when in the will of the Father 
He was numbered with the transgres- 
sors (Isaiah 53:12). In His identifica- 


tion with us His soul was made an 
“offering for sin” (Isaiah 53:10). 
Then it was that judicially, God made 
Him to be sin for us; Him Who knew 
no sin. This was what wrung from 
Him on the Cross that awful cry ‘“‘for- 
saken.”” What mental anguish this en- 
tailed is beyond our poor understand- 
ing to fathom. 


What anomaly that He should be so 
punished (His visage was marred more 
than any man, and His form more than 
the sons of men Isaiah 52:14) — 
how strange, I say, that He should 
be so tormented by man; man whom 
He had made! We sometimes speak of 
men as being “animalistic”. Surely 
this is an insult to the animal king- 
dom, for no animal ever sinks as low 
in the scale of morals as man. Animals 
do not, cannot invent cruelty against 
other animals or even against men. 
For years I lived among the wild an- 
imals of Central Africa and have on 
numerous occasions had close brushes 
with the wildest of them. It is true 
that the elephant, the cape buffalo, 
the lion, the leopard, kill. But they 
kill for one of only three reasons: for 
food, for protection of their young, 
or for self-protection. But they al- 
ways kill quickly, swiftly. 


Men, however, throughout the ages 
have exhausted themselves trying to 
invent new and more cruel means of 
inflicting death: the burning at the 
stake of the Inquisition; the lynching 
of a more recent era. But perhaps the 
most cruel death of all was death by 


crucifixion. This was a lingering 
death; agonizing, shameful. It was 


reserved for hardened criminals. 


Have you ever stopped to wonder 
why a loving heavenly Father ordained 
for His Son (in Whom He was well 
pleased), this particular death? If 
He had to die, as we know He did in 
our stead to “bring us to God”, 
was it that the Jews were not per- 
mitted to stone Him to death, in their 
legal mode of execution? Stoning 
would have been much swifter, much 
more merciful. Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, could utter only a 
few sublime sentences before he lost 
consciousness, or “fell on sleep”, as 
the Scripture so beautifully expresses 
it. So swift was death by stoning! 


why 
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PUT TO DEATH — OR 
GAVE UP HIS LIFE? 


Why was Christ not beheaded, as 
John the Baptist had been? Only a 
few seconds and mercifully it would 
have been over. There must have been 
a reason why God ordained the cruci- 
fixion of His well-beloved Son, and 
the only reason we can see is that if 
the Jews had been allowed to stone 
Him to death, or the Roman soldiers 
allowed to behead Him, they would 
have killed Him; and this they were 
not permitted to do. 


His death had to be a voluntary 
sacrifice. This He Himself emphasized 
over and over. “No man taketh My 
life from Me, I lay it down of My- 
self’, He said (John 10:17). “The 
Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20: 
28). The disciples never lost sight of 
this fact. Paul says (Gal. 1:4), “He 
gave Himself for our sins.” 


Here is the reason for the cruci- 
fixion: it was the only method in 
which both these conditions, that is, 
death and the giving of life were pos- 
sible at one and the same time. He 
died of His Own free will. No oth- 
er man in all creation ever had that 
power. Have you ever tried it? Have 
you ever been so humiliated or so 
angered that you have said, “I wish I 
could die’? You could not do it. No 
man can. But we read, “‘When Jesus 
had cried again with a loud voice He 
yielded up His Spirit” (Matthew 27: 
50). Literally, “He dismissed His 
Spirit from His body.” No other man 
ever had that power. 

It seems worthy of particular note 
here to observe that His cry of desola- 
tion, “My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” and His cry of committal, 
“Into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit”, were both made with a loud 
voice. The fact that His voice was 
loud and strong is so significant that 
it is carefully recorded by Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. And why is it sig- 
nificant? Because crucifixion was ordi- 
narily a death of exhaustion. The 
victim sometimes lingered for days, 
finally dying from a combination of 
hunger and shock as well as exhaus- 
tion. No victim had ever had vitality 
enough in his dying moments to speak 
even a whisper, much with a 
But this loud voice of 
Jesus is ample proof that He died in 
His full strength, of His Own free will. 

I once heard a good man advance 
the theory that Christ died of a broken 


less 


“loud voice.” 


APRIL 20, 


heart, broken by the sins of the world. 
But this is not possible because in 
that case our sins would have killed 
Him, while, as we have shown, He was 
not killed at all but voluntarily gave 
up His life, a sacrifice, acceptable to 
the Father. Of course He died for 


our sins. It was because of the sins 
of the world that He had to die. God 
so loved the world that He gave 


His Son. 
life. 


But that Son laid down His 


DO WE SUFFER FOR HIM? 


We have now thought for just a 
little on how “Christ suffered for us 
in the flesh” (I Peter 4:1). I now 
wonder if we are able to face the 
question: are we able and willing to 
suffer for Him? O, I do not mean 
necessarily to suffer in the flesh, as 
millions have done in the past and as 
many are still doing. Since 1948 one 
hundred and nine Protestants have 
been martyred for their faith in priest- 
ridden Colombia, South America. The 
Associated Press of October 18th, 
1959, carried a dispatch from Madrid, 
Spain, that a Baptist minister (a 
Spanish citizen) had been fined and 
imprisoned for thirty days for holding 
a religious service in his own church. 
It could happen here. 


If persecution came would you be 
able to suffer it and come out victor- 
ious? For His sake? Are you able to 
suffer temptation and be the victor, not 
in your own strength, but in His? When 
you are forgotten, or neglected or 
set aside are you able to accept it 
sweetly and without hurt feelings? 
When your good is evil spoken of, 
when your wishes are crossed, your 
advice disregarded, your opinion ridi- 
culed, are you able to suffer it in pa- 
tient silence for His sake? Are you 
able to suffer the sore pain of being 
gossipped about and not gossip in re- 
turn, bearing it patiently? When you 
hear unloving remarks about another, 
does it hurt you? When you hear the 
Lord’s precious Name taken in vain 
or when you hear unchaste words or 
an impure “joke” do you smart as un- 
der a lash? If so then you are mak- 
ing progress in the school of the suf- 
ferings of Christ. 


Must Jesus bear the cross alone 
And all the world go free? 
No, there’s a cross for every one 
And there’s a cross for me. 


The Rev. Mr. Stegall is pastor of 
the Friendship Church, Black Moun- 
tain, N. C. 
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The Easter Message 


Jeo Lines! 


Fifty years ago there was quite a 
furore in Germany over a book by 
the philosopher Arthur Drews, which 
was promptly translated into English 
under the title, THE CHRIST MYTH. 
Soon after its appearance the Berlin 
Society of Monists arranged for a pub- 
lic debate on the question, “Did Jesus 
live?” (Hat Jesus gelebt?). The de- 
bate was held in a large auditorium; 
and the billboards of the city carried 
for days the announcement with its 
challenging question. 


Two evening meetings were held. 
Professor Drews defended his thesis 
that Jesus was a myth. Briefer ad- 
dresses were made by prominent min- 
isters and laymen, opposing or defend- 
ing Drew’s contention. A little later 
the evangelicals of Berlin made their 
reply; and for days the billboards car- 
ried the answering slogan, “Jesus 
lives!” (Jesus Lebt!). This reply 
meeting was held in the great Circus 
Busch, the largest auditorium in Ber- 
lin; and it was filled to overflowing 
and many could not get into the build- 
ing. This slogan and the speeches in 
its defence were the answer of the 
Christians to this challenge of Un- 
belief. 


Jesus Lives! It was an appropriate 
answer. It affirmed not only that 
Jesus lived two thousand years ago, 
the historical Jesus of the Bible, but 
also that He is alive today, that as 
High Priest and Mediator He ever liv- 
eth to make intercession for His peo- 
ple and is able to save unto the utter- 
most all who put their trust in Him. 
It was the answer of a faith founded 
on historical fact, which for nigh two 
thousand years has stood the test of 
“dungeon, fire, and sword,” a faith 
which the unbeliever can neither an- 
swer nor understand nor account for. 


The debate of fifty years ago is 
now remembered by but few; and 
THE CHRIST MYTH is well-nigh for- 
gotten. But it is well for us to remem- 
ber that the conflict goes on today 
just as it did then. When the debate 


OSWALD T. ALLIS, Ph.D., D.D. 


was held, the presiding officer, Dr. 
Walter Vielhaber, in his introductory 
speech made this statement: “Ladies 
and gentlemen! We Monists can and 
will preserve in this scientific battle 
the utmost objectivity and openmind- 
edness. For as far as we are concerned 
the question at issue is not whether 
Jesus did or did not live; not, there- 
fore, whether Professor Drews, who 
denies the existence of a historical 
Jesus, is correct, or Dr. Mauren- 
brecher with his search for a realistic 
psychology of Jesus — but as to the 
great, decisive question, whether the 
origin and history of Primitive Chris- 
tianity has also taken place in the 
framework of Nature according to the 
same historical and sociological laws 
as all the rest of the historical develop- 
ment of mankind.” 


That was the “great, decisive” ques- 
tion in debate fifty years ago, the 
reality and actuality of that redemp- 
tive supernaturalism of which the New 
Testament, of which the entire Bible, 
is the record and revelation. Is the 
unique history which it contains his- 
tory or is it myth? Drew is no longer 
with us. But many others are today 
making claims similar to his. They 
are raising the issue of the Berlin De- 
bate. They are asking whether the 
Jesus of the New Testament will fit 
into the “framework of nature” and 
their answer is an emphatic No! To 
fit into that framework the Jesus of 
the Gospels must be desupernatural- 
ized, He must be demythologized. 


They are right. The only Jesus who 
will fit into the naturalistic patterns 


Easter Memories of Jerusalem 


I shall never forget a prayer meet- 
ing held one night in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. A group of fifty sang 
“The Beautiful Garden of Prayer’, 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer,” and other 
old hymns of the Church. Then we 
had a season of prayer. It was a beau- 
tiful moonlight night, and we could 
look down on the city of Jerusalem 
nestled at our feet. I shall never for- 
get the feeling that passed over me 
as I realized that here our Savior 
wrestled in the agony of Gethsemane. 
Around us stood the gnarled and 
knotted olive trees, many of them over 
a thousand years old, some of them 
said to be sprouts from the roots of 
the trees that were there in the time 
of Christ. 


The Mount of Olives 


The Mount of Olives, just beyond 
the Eastern Gate, is another scene that 


REV. JAMES MILTON McKNIGHT 
comes back to me. Here it was that 
He spent the night in prayer. Here He 
wept over Jerusalem. It was down the 
slope of Olivet He came on His trium- 
phant march into the city. Olivet was 
the last point on earth touched by 
His pierced feet as He ascended into 
Heaven. And according to the Scrip- 
tures it will be the first point touched 
when He returns as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Today there are two 
churches on the Mount, one a Fran- 
ciscan chapel and the other a Russian. 
The interior of the Franciscan chapel 
is very beautiful with a color-scheme 
of lavender and gold. The lovely lav- 
ender stained glass windows and the 
magnificent paintings of the “Arrest 
in the Garden’, “Christ Healing Mal- 
chus’ Ear”, and “The Agony of Geth- 
semane” are very impressive. From 
the Mount of Olives one can see Beth- 
lehem, where Christ was born; Cal- 
vary, where He was crucified; and the 
tomb of Joseph, where He was buried. 
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is a Jesus who was not Virgin-born, 
who wrought no miracles, who was not 
sinless, who died a martyr not a sin- 
bearer, who did not rise from the 
dead, who can be no more than a mem- 
ory and inspiration. They are right 
in claiming that it is only such a Jesus 
that will fit into the “framework of 
nature” as they conceive it. But if 
they are consistent they will recognize 
that such a Jesus is indeed a myth. 
Such a Jesus never existed except in 
the minds of His enemies and de- 
tractors. 


The Jesus of history, the Jesus of 
Christian faith, is the Jesus of the 
Bible, whose birth was foretold by 
prophets and announced by angels, the 
Virgin-born Son of the Highest, who 
spake as never man spake, who lived 
a sinless life, who performed mighty 
works, who died the just for the un- 
just to bring sinners unto God, who 
rose victorious over death on the third 
day and was declared to be the Son 
of God by his resurrection triumph, 
who ascended up to heaven and is 
now seated at the right hand of power, 


This Jesus is not a myth. His first 
coming is the central point in history. 
His second coming is its goal and its 
fulfillment. And today, at this Easter 
season, in the year of Our Lord 1960, 
in the midst of turmoil and confusion, 
of fear and strife, on every continent, 
in many nations, the loyal subjects of 
this glorious Savior-King will sing His 
praises in a thousand tongues. 

JESUS LIVES! 


* ca % % * 


Dr. Allis is former Professor of Old 
Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary and Westminster Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


“And sitting down they watched Him 
there” (Matt. 27:36) 


Sitting there they watched Him die; 

We watch Him reign with God on high. 

They saw His life was ebbing fast; 

They said, This day must be His last. 

They watched to see Him surely go; 

We watch to see Him come—and know 

That we in radiant joy will share 

His matchless glory in the air. 

They watched His tortured body die— 

They heard His last expiring cry. 

We watch to see Him glorified— 

The Bridegroom coming for His Bride! 
—Wade C. Smith 
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He is risen! Lo, is heard 

From the grave this joyful word; 
From the soldier-guarded tomb, 
Place of sorrow and of gloom, 
Where grim Death had triumph 

won 

Over earth’s most worthy Son, 
Shines forth now a wondrous light, 

Full of heavenly glory bright. 


He is risen, as He said! 
Risen triumphant from the dead; 
Son of God declared to be 
By this matchless victory. 
He who died upon the cross, 
For man’s sin did suffer loss; 
Did for man this anguish bear, 
That man might His glory share. 


Now, alive for evermore, 
Pains of death for aye are o’er. 
Endless triumph did He win 
Over all the hosts of sin. 
He abolished death and brought 
Help that man had vainly sought, 
Life for men, immortal life, 
Was the guerdon of His strife. 


Now, to Him all power is given. 
He is Lord in earth and heaven. 
Hear the words that thus record 
What’s decreed of Christ our 
Lord: 
Kings of earth to Him shall bow, 
Humblest slaves His Victory 
know; 
Peoples, tribes, of all mankind 
Shall in Him their Sovereign 
find. 


Go therefore, all nations teach; 
Christ, the risen Savior preach, 

Till men everywhere shall hear 
These glad tidings of good cheer. 

Mighty men may tumult make, 
Earth’s foundations seem to 

shake; 

Praising God, the Christian sings, 

Christ is risen, King of kings! 


Oswald T. Allis 


(Tunes: “St. George’s Windsor,’ 7. 


7.7.7.D.) 


If a home without books is a house 
without windows, a home without the 
Bible is a house without a foundation. 

—Ruth Brunk Stoltzfus 


HER HEART AND HOME, 
Moody. 





MEMORIES—from p. 7 
Gordon’s Calvary 


The simplicity of the site is the most 
impressive thing about it. The hill has 
the form of a skull with two big eye- 
sockets, a nose, and a mouth. The 
caves in the side of the hill form the 
eyes and mouth. General Gordon was 
standing outside the Damascus Gate 
when he first noticed the striking re- 
semblance of the whole hill to a hu- 
man skull. He started excavations, 
which were later completed by the 
British Society of the High Anglican 
Church. It is the old Jewish place of 
stoning outside the city. It was here 
that our Savior was crucified on a 
cross for your sins and mine. 


The Garden Tomb 


Just a short distance away is the 
garden tomb. It is a beautiful garden 
kept up by the Anglican Society. Over 
the gates are these words, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life.’”’ There is 
the tomb hewn out of solid rock on 
the mountainside, with a window cut 
in the top to let in the light. It is an 
unfinished tomb. One can see over- 
head where the excavators who had 
been chiseling away on the _ rock 
stopped. Joseph of Arimathea was 
having it built for his own family, but 
had not finished it. There are places 
for three bodies. Perhaps he had in- 
tended them for himself, his wife, and 
a child, or some other relative. But 
an emergency arose. Christ was cruci- 
fied, the One whom he believed to be 
his Lord; he went and asked for the 
body and for the privilege of burying 
it in his tomb. An inscription found 
on a tomb nearby says, “Buried Near 
My Lord”. It could not be the grave 
of a slave, for a slave would not 
have had an inscription on his tomb. 
It is thought to be the grave of an 
early Christian who wanted to be 
buried near his Lord and Savior. It 
was here that He broke the bands of 
death and rose again on the third day. 


If we will take down our New Testa- 
ment and read over and over again 
those events of Christ’s last week on 
earth, entering again into the exper- 
iences of Gethsemane, the Mount of 
Olives, Calvary, the Rugged Cross and 
the Garden Tomb, we will feel the 
surge again of His Spirit in our hearts 
and lives calling on us to live more 
sacrificially for Him today. 


oo 


The Rev. Mr. McKnight is pastor of 
the Phenix City, Ala. church. 
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HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED ‘fO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 
Efird’s Dept. Store Belk-Simpson Co. 
Clinton, S. C. Corbin, Ky. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. Winchester, Ky. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. T. L. Beckham, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Honea Path, S. C. GEORGIA 
T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. as Ce 
Belk-Simpson Co. Bainbridge, Ga. ' 


Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 


J. N. Long, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Hendersonville, N. C. OHIO 

R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’'s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. Carthage, Mo. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr-.Prop. J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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Church Union An Issue 


Within the next two weeks the 
Church at large will know whether 
or not we are in for another period of 
tension and debate over the matter 
of union with the UPUSA (Northern) 
Presbyterian Church. At this writing 
we are confident that the Assembly 
will answer the two overtures coming 
up from Texas in the negative thus 
sparing our attention and concern for 
more important spiritual matters. 


It is genuinely difficult for some 
people to understand our opposition to 
this particular church union. We say 
“this particular church union” because 
we are not opposed to the principle 
of church union as such. 


The united witness of like-minded 
Christians is not only a valid principle, 
it is a specific mandate from our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We recognize the prin- 
ciple of “one-ness’” implicit in our 
Lord’s High Priestly prayer (John 17: 
21) as the promoters of union cease- 
lessly remind us. And we agree that 
it is sin for Christians who believe 
alike, think alike, worship alike to re- 
main apart. 


As Dr. Harry R. Boer, a thought- 
ful missionary of the Christian Re- 
formed Church recently wrote, “All I 
have learned through study and exper- 
ience has served to underscore the 
truth of Dr. Hendrix Kraemer’s great 
affirmation: ‘You cannot choose be- 
tween unity and truth. Unity is a 
part of the truth that you confess 
when you say, I believe in a Holy 
Catholic Church. If you want to pur- 
sue the truth you must find a place 
in it for the teaching of the unity of 
the Church’.”’ 


But at the heart of any really ef- 
fective unity there must be unanimity 
in matters considered essential. For 
Christians, organizational unity can 
never be more important than unan- 
imity in matters which themselves con- 
stitute the heart of the Christian faith. 
“First pure, then peaceable” is a Scrip- 
tural admonition. 


Under the canopy of Presbyterian- 
ism there exist today variations of be- 
lief, or lack of it, which were un- 
known a few years ago. To many of 
us the Reformed faith has content 
and meaning which continues to be 





BDIJORIALS 


John Knox Press And 
The Westminster 
Confession Of Faith 


Once again we have been distressed 
and hurt by an action of the official 
education agency of our Church, ap- 
parently with the express intention of 
inducing non-conformity to the his- 
toric interpretation of the Scriptures 
contained in the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith. 


We have reference to the book, 
THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION 
FOR TODAY, by George S. Hendry, 
which is reviewed on p. 12 of this is- 
sue of the Journal. 


The reason for our distress is the 
circumstances under which the book 
came into existence, and its purpose 
and mission. The book was solicited 
by John Knox Press. That is to say, 
Dr. Hendry was asked to write it. He 
was asked to do this because, in the 
express words of John Knox Press, 
there seems to be justification for 
looking forward towards a general re- 


vision of the Confession of Faith if 
not an outright re-casting of our sys- 
tem of beliefs. 


This book is being widely hailed by 
the publishers as a companion volume 
to such monumental works as Egbert 
Smith’s THE CREED OF PRESBY- 
TERIANS and J. B. Green’s HAR- 
MONY OF THE WESTMINSTER 
STANDARDS. We consider the com- 
parison unwarranted. (Far from be- 
ing solicited by John Knox Press, Dr. 
Green’s HARMONY was flatly turned 
down by John Knox Press until it 
could be paid for in advance. My 
graduating class at the seminary un- 
dertook as a project the task of rais- 
ing the thousands of dollars necessary 
to persuade John Knox to publish it. 
—Ed.) 


If our Board of Education and, espe- 
cially, its Division of Publication, has 
an explanation for what frankly seems 
to us a continuing campaign to dis- 
credit the historic theology of our 
Church, we will be glad to print it in 
the columns of the Journal. 





valid for our times. The question im- 
mediately arises whether matters we 
believe vital should be subordinated 
to a unity which exists only at the ad- 
ministrative level. 


At this time we believe that a re- 
newed controversy over church union 
would do irreparable harm to all of 
the work of our Church. Among our 
reasons for so believing are these: 


Doctrinal. Differences in doctrine 
exist constitutionally between our 
Church and the UPUSA Church, in 
such matters as the ordination vows 
of ministers and elders, baptismal 
vows, and the nature and office of the 
eldership and the ministry. More im- 
portant, differences in doctrine appear 
in the public and private testimony of 
the two Churches, sometimes in flag- 
rant disregard of constitutional posi- 
tions. The confirmation of Dr. Theo- 
dore Gill as President of San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary last year 
by a UPUSA General Assembly which 
knew, at the time, that he refused to 
affirm his faith in such doctrines as 
the Virgin Birth is a substantial case 
in point. And anyone who has found 
it necessary to compare UPUSA and 
US literature and programs will have 
in mind other differences. 


Church Government. With all our 
imperfections we still try to operate 
on the Presbyterian concept. In 
the UPUSA Church we have seen Com- 
missions exercising powers we would 
never tolerate in our own denomina- 
tion. Authority is centralized in and 
exercised by individuals and groups in 
a manner which we believe would com- 
pletely disrupt our work should it be 
submerged in so different a polity. 


Civil and Social programs. The 
UPUSA Church acts in such a manner 
as to suggest that it believes the 
Church of Christ has a mandate to 
take a definite stand on all contro- 
versial issues of the day, economic, 
social, educational and political. It 
has recently spoken, with a “Thus 
Saith the Lord’’, on collective bargain- 
ing, the closed shop, capital punish- 
ment, automation in industrial rela- 
tions, medically approved contracep- 
tives, recognition of Red China 
(strongly supporting the Cleveland 
Conference), UNICEF, Halloween 
“trick or treats’, Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, open housing, desegregation, the 
use of public tax money through Fed- 
eral grants-in-aid, loans and subsidies, 
the Civil Aeronautics Act, the George- 
Barden Act, the U. S. Civil Rights 
Commission, ete. All these were 
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touched upon last year alone in official 
pronouncements issued in the Name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ under the 
Church’s “prophetic responsibility to 
speak.” Some of the pronouncements, 
such as those on race relations, have 
been suffiently explosive to produce 
a wide-open split in a Church such as 
ours. 


Therefore, brethren, we earnestly 
hope that we will not again be sub- 
jected to the throes of a dissention 
which could do irreparable harm. 





A Modern Parable 


“There is a dread disease called 
‘polio’ which claims the lives of thou- 
sands of children throughout the world. 
Now the preventive for polio has been 
found and is regarded by doctors as 
highly effective. In all but a very 
few cases the Salk vaccine produces 
in.munity to the disease, and even 
where it fails to do this, greatly re- 
duces the effects of an attack. Yet 
there are thousands of children to 
whom the Salk vaccine is absolutely 
unknown. Neither they nor their par- 
ents have ever heard of it. Are they, 
then, freed from the horrible conse- 
quences of this disease? No; they 
die. The fact that they never heard 
of the remedy does not save them. 
It only means that when the disease is 
contracted, it works its terrible ef- 
fects without anything to deter or 
diminish its violence. 


“There is a lesson here that we 
cannot avoid. This loss of life and 
drastic suffering is unnecessary. Some- 
how the ignorance must be banished. 
Every man, woman and child must 
come to know that there is a balm for 
this dread disease. The responsibility 
is upon society to see that the remedy 
is known, that it is made available, 
that it is distributed to the ends of 
the earth and that it is administered 
by skilled hands to all who are willing 
to receive it. This is the parable of 
the vaccine and it is the story, also, 
of the world of lost men. It is not 
necessary that they should remain 
lost. God has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. It is the in- 
escapable duty of our Christian society 
that we make the remedy known to 
all men, that the Gospel be preached 
to the ends of the earth, that those 
who are lost in sin might know Him 
who said, ‘Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth.’ ” 


—Dr. C. Darby Fulton. 
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A Layman And His Church 


“BEHOLD MY HANDS AND MY FEET” 


The risen Lord confronted His dis- 
ciples only to have them shrink back 
in terror thinking they were seeing a 
ghost. 


Seeking to allay their fears and dis- 
pel their doubts He made a significant 
statement: “Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself.’ 


So saying he held out to them His 
nail-pierced hands, marked by cruelty, 
and when they looked down they could 
see through the thongs of His sandals 
that His feet had in them the nail- 
prints of a few days before. 


What further evidence could pos- 
sibly be needed! 


Here was unquestionable proof that 
the One who stood before them was 
the same One who only a few days 
before had died on the Cross, and, 
they knew His dead body had been 
laid in a tomb. 


Our Lord went on: “Handle me, 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have.” What 
incontrovertible evidence that Christ 
had risen from the dead in bodily pres- 
ence! 


Speechless with joy, filled with won- 
der, still unable to comprehend the 
magnitude of the thing which had tak- 
en place, His disciples must have 
pressed around Him, to touch His body, 
to speak to Him. 


What a glorious experience! What 
unspeakable joy! 


But our Lord gave them further 
evidence that this was a physical resur- 
rection. 
How easy to imagine the rush to get 
food for him — a piece of broiled 
fish and an honeycomb. 


“Have ye here any meat?” 


And as they watched and wondered: 
“. . . He took it, and did eat before 
them.” 


In this joyous setting the risen 
Christ told them that all of this had 
been told them before — but they 
did not understand — that all that 
was written about Him in Moses, the 
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prophets and the psalms had to be 
fulfilled, amd it had been fulfilled. 


With this our Lord opened up their 
minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures, that they might compre- 
hend that His death and resurrection 
were a part of the divine plan; that 
all had been foretold in the Scriptures; 
and now they saw its fulfillment. 


What is the message from this? 
Christ does not leave us in doubt — 
that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His Name 
throughout the world. “You are’, He 
said, “eyewitnesses of these things. 
Now I hand over to you the message 


of the Father.” 


One thing more was necessary—the 
empowering with the Holy Spirit. 
“Stay in the city, then, until you are 
clothed with power from on high,” 
where his last words recorded in this 
glorious resurrection apearance. 


Have we departed from the sim- 
plicity of that message? 


Are we trying to witness without 
power from on high? 
—L. N. B. 
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Our Division of Publication asked the author to write this book and published 


it to coincide with the work of two ad-interim committees working on state- 


ments of belief and possible revision of the Confession of Faith. 


torial, p. 10). 


(See Edi- 


The Westminster Confession For Today 


by George S. Hendry. John Knox Press, 






The philosophy of this widely hailed 
“eontemporary interpretation of the 
Confession of Faith’ can be read in 
these words taken from the cover: 
“Although the Confession is formally 
accepted by Presbyterian Churches, 
many individuals have called for re- 
vision, others for an entirely new Con- 
fession. 


“The crux of the difficulty is that 
the Confession comes from the 17th 
century, an age of legalism, individual- 
ism, and clearly defined boundaries 
between good and evil. Today, new 
insights from the Bible and new so- 
cial, economic, and political conditions 
require us to reinterpret ancient 
truths.” 


Dr. Hendry concludes his own “In- 
troduction”, which is summarized on 
the cover in the above words, with 
the following revealing paragraph: 


“Should any reader interpret these 
observations as a plea to the church 
to consider whether the time has come 
to trade in the Confession for a new 
one, the writer would not take serious 
exception. He would point out, how- 
ever, that until a new and better Con- 
fession is forthcoming, we must con- 
tinue to use the old one, with such ad- 
justments and repairs as may be neces- 
sary to keep it in a roadworthy con- 
dition.” (Bold face mine). 


It is most interesting to consider the 
“adjustments and repairs” that Dr. 
Hendry deems “necessary to keep it 
in a roadworthy condition,” for these 
set forth most clearly the sharp dif- 
ference between the historic orthodoxy 
of the Confession and the so called 
“neo-orthodoxy” of contemporary lib- 
eralism. 


The Confession begins with a decla- 
ration that “the light of nature, and 
the works of creation and providence, 
do so far manifest the goodness, wis- 
dom, and power of God, as to leave 
men inexcusable ... (I, 1). Dr. Hen- 
dry says, “This is the official teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic Church, 


Richmond, Va. 
A Review Article 


and it has been widely accepted by 
Protestants as well. But not by all; 
and in recent times it has been vig- 
orously contested by some, who have 
taken the position . . . that there can 
be no place in it (the Church’s faith) 
for the idea of a general revelation 
or natural knowledge of God.” (p. 22). 
He then devotes two pages setting 
forth arguments against the position 
of the Confession. 


The Confession of Faith says: “The 
authority of the Holy Scripture, for 
which it ought to be believed and 
obeyed, dependeth not upon the testi- 
mony of any man or church, but 
wholly upon God (Who is truth it- 
self), the author thereof; and there- 
fore it is to be received, because it is 
the Word of God.” (1,4). Dr. Hendry 
comments: “The authority of Scrip- 
ture derives solely from God Who is 
the author thereof; that is, He alone 
is the source of its authority (not the 
literary author: the Confession does 
not imply that God wrote the Bible)”’. 


In Chapter II of the Confession two 
paragraphs are devoted to setting forth 
the attributes of God in what may 
be called a definition or description 
of God as derived from Scripture. 
The familiar Shorter Catechism an- 
swer to the question, “What is God?” 
is a good summation of the Confession 
on this subject. “God is a Spirit, in- 
finite, eternal and unchangeable, in 
His being, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness and truth.’’-(S.C., Q. 
4.). Dr. Hendry vigorously objects to 
the Confession’s view of God in these 
words: “The Confession undoubtedly 
intends and professes to describe the 
God Who is in Christ, but failing to 
discern the actual pattern of His Be- 
ing, it ends in describing another God, 
who is unrevealed, and who lacks the 
attributes of the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (p. 47). 


The Confession, in the third chap- 
ter on the Decrees of God, says that 
“God from all eternity did by the most 
wise and holy counsel of His own 
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will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass... .” (III, 
1). In this same chapter the Confes- 
sion teaches that God has elected some 
unto everlasting life (III, 3, 5, 6) and 
has “passed by” others (III, 7). Dr. 
Hendry rejects the whole chapter on 
the decrees of God as “no longer ac- 
ceptable.” (p. 51). He says: “The 
awesome doctrine of the ‘double de- 
cree,’ or ‘double predestination,’ which 
has often been regarded as the distinc- 
tive feature of the Reformed faith, 
is no longer held by the Presbyterian 
Churches in the form in which it is 
set forth in this chapter...” (p. 51). 
He seems to question whether modern 
defenders of this doctrine really be- 
lieve it: “The doctrine still has its 
defenders among the devotees of tra- 
ditional orthodoxy, but not even 
among them is it cherished with any 
degree of enthusiasm.”’ (p. 51). 


With his rejection of the Reformed 
doctrine of predestination, we would 
expect that Dr. Hendry would also 
reject the Confession’s teaching on 
such doctrines as the total depravity of 
man, the efficacious grace of God, 
and the perseverance of the saints. 
And, this he does. 


Regarding the work of Christ the 
Confession says: “The Lord Jesus, by 
His perfect obedience and sacrifice of 
Himself, which He through the eternal 
Spirit once offered up unto God, hath 
fully satisfied the justice of His Fath- 
er; and purchased not only reconcilia- 
tion, but an everlasting inheritance 

..” (VIII, 5). Dr. Hendry rejects 
this by saying: “The interpretation 
of the atoning work of Christ which 
is presented there is one which enjoyed 
a great vogue in the church, both Ro- 
man Catholic and Protestant, but 
which is unBiblical.” (p. 111). He 
goes on to say: “‘The theory of Anselm, 
reflected in the Confession, that the 
sacrifice of Christ fulfilled a legal re- 
quirement on the part of God, is in- 
compatible with the central evan- 
gelical message of the New Testa- 
ment, that forgiveness is the free 
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gift of God, that it flows spontaneous- 
ly from His love (John 3:16), and 
that it does not first have to be pro- 
cured from Him by the fulfillment of 
some condition on the part of Christ.” 
(p. 112.) 


The Confession teaches that those 
“not professing the Christian religion” 
cannot “be saved in any other way 
whatsoever.” (XII, 4). Dr. Hendry 
says, “. . . it is difficult to see why 
the absence of a Christian profession 
should be held against them .. .” 
(p. 131.) 


The Confession teaches that the vis- 
ible church “is the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ .. .” (XXVII, 2). 
Dr. Hendry says: “The identification 
of the church with the ‘kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus Christ’ lacks a basis in 
Scripture, which generally speaks of 
the kingdom of God and only rarely of 
a kingdom of Christ.” (p. 214). 


Dr. Hendry rejects the Confession’s 
teaching on the intermediate state of 
the soul (XXXIV, 1, p. 246). He al- 
so questions the Confession’s view of 
the final judgment. “Does this in- 
volve a separation within mankind be- 
tween some who will share in the ful- 
fillment of God’s purpose and others 
who will be permanently excluded 
from it? The Confession takes this po- 
sition, . . . and there is undoubtedly 
a prominent strain in the language of 
Scripture which supports it. There are 
some, however, who feel that this po- 
sition is inconsistent with the Gospel 
of grace and who hold that if some 
of His children were to be permanently 
excluded, this would signify the de- 
feat, or partial defeat of God’s pur- 
pose of salvation . . . The true position 
would seem to be that, since the last 
judgment is God’s judgment, no one 
is competent to make confident asser- 
tions about its outcome...” (p.251-2) 


It is difficult for us to understand 
why one would want to subscribe to 
a Confession, even formally, with 
which he finds himself in such basic 
disagreement, and not with lesser mat- 
ters. Notice the doctrines questioned: 
general revelation, God, God’s Decrees, 
total inability of man, efficacious 
grace, the nature of Christ’s sacrificial 
work, perseverance of the saints, the 
judgment, etc. Can one who rejects 
the Biblical view of these doctrines 
profess to accept the Confession, even 
as a formality? 


—Rev. Morton H. Smith 
Belhaven College 
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LESSON FOR MAY 1, 1960 


The Pure In Heart 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:8, 27-37; 23:25-26 (See Phil- 
lips); Luke 2:52; 9:61-62; Philippians 4:8 


Devotional Reading: Ephesians 5:21-6:4 


A man was fruitlessly trying to scrub a spot from a 
window when he suddenly realized that the dirty spot 
was not on the outside but on the inside. He went 
in the store and soon had it clean. I wonder when our 
world leaders who talk so much about cleaning up 
humanity will realize that the foul spots are en the 
inside, in the hearts of men. To improve the human 
race and get rid of its sins we will have to find a way 
to clean up the hearts of men. The Bible says that 
the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked. It is a good thing to give men new clothes and 
new houses and clean bodies, but if that is all, then 
we have failed, for men dressed in finest garments and 
living in fine homes and with clean bodies are some- 
times guilty of the vilest sins. Sin entered the world 
by way of the heart. It was Eve’s desire for the for- 
bidden fruit that caused her to yield to the temptation 
of Satan. Notice the description of mankind just be- 
fore the Flood: “And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 
(Gen. 6:5). Jesus said that it was out of the heart 
that the sins of men come. David, in his great peniten- 
tial psalm prayed that God would create within him a 


clean heart, and wash him and make him as white as 
snow. 


In our Devotional Reading from Ephesians Paul is 
speaking of the Home. The great need of our country 
— of all lands — is for good Christian Homes. Such 
homes are only made possible when those in them 
have pure hearts. Phillips translates these words, “ut- 
terly sincere”. The husband and wife must be utterly 
sincere in their feeling for each other. There must 
be a spirit of submission and of reverence, and deepest 
love and obedience to God. Paul compares the love 
here to the love that Christ had for the Church when 
He gave Himself for it. His object was to have a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing: but holy and without blemish. So, to have 
glorious homes we must have glorious hearts, clean 
and pure, utterly sincere. When our hearts are right 
then our homes will be the foretaste of heaven they are 
meant to be. 


I. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God”: Matthew 5:8 


God is Holy. That is one of His essential attributes. 
He cannot look with favor upon sin. The great prob- 
lem for you and me is how we can approach a Holy 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God: we who are sinners. God has made it possible 
through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross. He is made unto us wisdom and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption. We are justified 
by His atoning death. We are sanctified by the work 
of His Spirit. He only can make and keep us pure 
within. His blood cleanses from all sin. It is because 
we have such an High Priest Who has made a perfect 
offering for sin that we come boldly to the throne of 
grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. It is only the blood of Jesus Christ that can 
wash away our sins. God says that He will give us 
new hearts, taking away our hearts of stone. We are 
“born again” when we believe on Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. We are regenerated and made new creatures 
in Christ Jesus. Only those who have such new hearts 
can really see God. Have we by faith in Him received 
our new heart? 


II. The Heart and the Law: Matthew 5:27-37 (begin 
at 21) 


Jesus shows us in this passage that the keeping of 
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God’s Holy Law is a matter of the heart. Take the 
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” It is broken 
when we are angry with our brother without a cause. 
Anger and hatred precede murder as a rule. Cain 
slew his brother Abel, but there was jealousy and anger 
in his heart before he lifted his hand against him. 
Take the command, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 
The desire or lust breaks that command. 


The only way we can really keep the commandments 
is to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength and our neighbor as ourselves. If we love God 
in this way we will not worship any other god, or 
take His Name in vain, or desecrate His holy day. If 
we love our father and mother we will obey them. 
If we love our neighbor as ourselves we will not kill 
or steal or covet or lie or commit adultery. But if our 
hearts are not sincere, then we break the Command- 
ments in thought or desire even when we keep the letter 
of the Law. The spirit of God’s Law reaches the hearts 
of men. Paul says, “love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bor’; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the Law. 


III. Outside or Inside: Matthew 23:25-26 


The Pharisees complained because the disciples ate 
without washing their hands (see Matt. 15). Jesus 
said to the disciples, ‘““Those things which proceed out 
of the mouth come from the heart; and they defile 
the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murder, adulteries, fornication, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: these are the things which defile a man.” 
The trouble with our world is not unwashed hands, 
but unwashed hearts. It is not the outside of a man 
that matters so much, but the inside. So many of 
those who are trying to help mankind proceed on the 
theory that it is the external things that matter and 
they clean up the slums and build new houses, which 
is all right as far as it goes, but the same old sinners 
move into the new houses and the last state is often 
worse than the first. If you lead a soul to Christ and 
he gets a new heart, he will either make the old home 
beautiful or build a new one. Man seeks to change 
his fellowman by working from the outside: God be- 
gins with new hearts and new men. 


In Matthew 28 Jesus has been pronouncing “woes 
upon the scribes and Pharisees. Let me quote these 
two verses from Phillips’ translation: “What miserable 
frauds you are, you scribes and Pharisees! You clean 
the outside of the cup and the dish, while the inside 
is full of greed and self-indulgence. Can’t you see, 
Pharisee? First wash the inside of a cup, and then you 
can clean the outside. Alas, for you, you hypocritical 
scribes and Pharisees! You are like white-washed 
tombs, which look fine on the outside but inside are 
full of dead men’s bones and all kinds of rottenness. 
For you appear like good men on the outside — but 
inside you are a mass of pretense and wickedness!” 


These are plain words. We despise these scribes and 
Pharisees as Jesus holds them up to our view. But 
let us examine very carefully our own hearts and lives 
before we condemn them too severely. Jesus warned us 
of the “leaven of the Pharisees” and it is not impos- 
sible for us to have some of their formalism or “put 
on” in our lives. Listen to the wise man: “Keep thy 


heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues 
of life.” 









IV. Think on These Things: Philippians 4:8 


The best way to keep our hearts pure is to keep 
them full. It is the empty heart that will soon be 
filled with the wrong things. Let us look at this 
beautiful verse from Philippians. 


1. Whatsoever things are true. There is so much 
falsehood in the world that I am afraid we sometimes 
ask Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” Satan is a liar 
and he has a great deal of power in this world, and 
he has a great many followers. But thank God there 
is truth here, too. There are those who speak the 
truth. Above all else we have the Word of Truth, 
the Bible. In this Book God reveals the truth about 
Himself, the truth about men, the truth about how 
we may be saved and have eternal life. Our Gospel, 
the best news the world ever heard, is true. Let us 
saturate our souls with the Word of Truth. 

2. Whatsoever things are honest (or honorable) . 
I have just seen the morning paper. It is full of rob- 
beries. Every paper tells of some bank or person being 
robbed. But there are honest people in the world. 
There are those who are so honorable, or trustworthy, 
that we know they would never cheat us out of anything. 
It is the dishonest man who gets his name in the pa- 
per. 


3. Whatsoever things are just. Injustice is common. 
Sometimes it seems that the innocent are punished and 
the guilty go free. But there is justice in our land 
especially, and we should thank God for it. In some 
lands the wicked are in authority and innocent people 
are slaughtered and imprisoned. Take the case of Rus- 
sia, and of China. 


We are confronted 
We can find it in almost 
Books are published that ought to be 


4. Whatsoever things are pure. 
with a mass of impurity. 
every paper. 


burned. But there are plenty of pure-minded men 
and women whom we know. Let our minds dwell 
on these. 


5. Whatsoever things are lovely. There are plenty 
of ugly spots in our world, but we still have beautiful 
flowers, enchanting music, marvellous sunsets, and a 
world of beauty lies around us. Think on all these 
“extras” that God has spread before our eyes. 


6. Whatsoever things are of good report. The bad 
things are printed in the papers. Very often the kind 
deeds of neighbors are left out. 


7. There is virtue, and there is praise. Let our 
minds dwell on these things. If they are full of the 
best there will not be room for the bad and impure. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 1, 1960 


“What Dollars Have 


Scripture—Luke 11:1-13 
Suggested Hymns— 


“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee’ 
“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Our program for today sets before us one of the 
financial objectives which Presbyterian young people 
have adopted for 1960. Our special contribution for 
this quarter will go toward the support of a World 
Youth Project. As Presbyterian young people, we have 
been participating in these World Youth Projects for 
a number of years. Before we take a look at the project 
which we will be supporting this year, let us see how 
we first became involved in these World Youth Proj- 
ects and what our contributions in former years have 
accomplished. 


First Speaker: 


In 1949 some internationally minded Christian young 
people in the United States were discussing ways in 
which they might show their concern for Christian 
youth in other parts of the world. The idea of estab- 
lishing a World Youth Fund to help Christian young 
people throughout the world developed from this dis- 
cussion. About this same time Christian youth in oth- 
er nations of the world were thinking about somewhat 
the same thing. It was not, however, until 1953 that 
the idea took concrete form. In that year the Youth 
Department Committee of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion meeting in India, discussed the possibility and ac- 
tually worked out plans for a mutual help program 
among Christian young people all over the world. The 
plan called for collecting information about needs in 
many places in the world and then for deciding which 
need should be met with contributions, and so the 
World Youth Projects had their beginning. From the 
very first the young people in our church had a part 
in the support of these World Youth Projects. 


Second Speaker: 


The first World Youth Project was adopted in 1954 
and benefitted the land of Indonesia in the Pacific. 
You may remember from geography studies that Indo- 
nesia is an island empire. Since the small Christian 
communities are separated from each other as they are, 
it’s very difficult for Christian young people to com- 


5 YOUTH WORK 
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municate with each other as we do here in this coun- 
try. The first World Youth Project fund helped to sup- 
port a youth office in Indonesia, to provide a youth 
magazine which would help unify Christian young peo- 
ple of that land, and to make possible a program of 
leadership training. Following the reception of this 
gift, a Presbyterian young person from Mississippi was 
invited to visit Indonesia and to see for himself what 
was being done there among the Christian young peo- 
ple. This young man, Carl Walters, has made a report 
to the church here at home of what he saw. 


The World Youth Project toward which we con- 
tributed in 1955 was rather general in nature. It was 
in the form of an Emergency Fund to meet emergency 
needs among young people in many parts of the world. 
Through this fund, provision was made for conferences, 
literature, leadership training in Asia, Africa, Europe 
and Latin America. 


In 1956 and 1958 our World Youth Project was the 
support of the Bonhoeffer House in West Berlin. The 
purpose of the Bonhoeffer House is to provide inspira- 
tion, instruction and refuge for Christian young peo- 
ple from Communist Germany. We are not permitted 
to send missionaries into Communist Germany, but 
from time to time Christian young people from East 
Germany are permitted to cross over into the western 
part. The Bonhoeffer House is a Christian haven for 
them and strengthens them for a life on the other side 
of the Iron Curtain. 


The 1959 World Youth Project was in Latin Amer- 
ica. We helped to support the organization which 
seeks to unify the scattered evangelical youth groups 
in South America. The fund also made it possible for 
some of the leaders of this organization to visit the 
United States and to see first hand how youth work 
is carried on in this country. These are some of the 
things that our dollars have done through World Youth 
Projects in past years. Now let us see what we can do 
for this present year. 

(Cont. on p. 18) 
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Worship Through Hymns --- Part II 


As promised, here continues the theme “Worship 
Through Hymns”. 


Another habit of my long life with many hymns 
has proved rewarding: Watching for and marking, 
(even with my pencil, in my own hymn book) the 
authors, composers and dates of the hymns that “claim” 
you. In this way I have acquired a degree of personal 
communion with these saints of the centuries — saints 
in the New Testament sense of that word, “sinners 
saved by grace.” Then these oldest Christian hymn 
writers, some dating from 400 to 100 A.D., and on, 
become living links with our own age, proving how 
timeless is our faith and our Savior, “Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, today and forever,” claiming hearts 
through all the ages from the first till that last mil- 
lenium yet to come, when “Ten thousand times ten 
thousand . . . Throng up the steeps of light . . . when 
all is finished” . . . on that “day for which creation 
and all its tribes were made” — that glorious day 
when our “Prince and Savior comes!” 


The Book of Revelation tells us that we who gather 
in that Homeland of the soul will sing “the song of 
Moses and the Lamb” (Rev. 15:3) for there the Lamb 
becomes our Shepherd in the midst of the throne — 
amazing crowning of Him who was slain! Surely 
there our hearts will sing again, silently if not in 
shouts of praise, the Psalm (song) best-loved through 
all our days on earth, “The Lord’s my Shepherd,” my 
anwearying Shepherd Who led me through all my 
life till I passed “through the valley of the shadow 
of death, to dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” 


Even those of us for whom such words find no wings 
in the music of our hymn books, can endorse these 
lines: 


“I am your hymn book. Hold me in your hands 
when next you prepare to sing. 

Let your soul listen to what has been enshrined 
within me: 

Hear the songs and the triumphant words of 
the martyrs who found the heart of God; 

Follow the missionaries of the cross on their 
way to the ends of the earth; 

Listen to the mighty minds of the church, as 
they think out, with you, the deep mys- 
teries of God; 

Sit at the feet of the musicians and poets, of 
the saints, the redeemed in all lands and 
times; 

Of those who have seen from afar the coming 

of the Kingdom of our Lord in the hearts 
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MRS. S. H. ASKEW 


of men. 
All these I have treasured for you — I AM 
YOUR HYMN BOOK.” 
(Slightly altered) 


Now: the best ways to use these hymns specially in 
worship? As leaders, let us never rush into a place of 
meeting, full of noisy conversation, calling aloud, 
“Let us sing No. so-and-so,” as a way of calling for 
order. Rather a quiet but strong chord on piano or 
organ, then complete silence on the leader’s part with 
a pleasant, steady look into the faces of the group, 
will result in silence for your call to worship: “Let 
us sing together Jesus calls us (or whatever may be 
the opening phrase of the chosen hymn) which is 
hymn number —? Let us sing all verses” — unless 
you feel it needful to omit certain ones. This we 
ought to do only rarely for the hymn itself is a com- 
plete unit of thought, so that we break this unit in 
leaving unsung any part of it. Occasionally it may be 
well to halt the music and request the group to read 
some portion aloud, with the leader, in order to em- 
phasize the truth of those words. For pity it is, but 
true, that we often sing them thoughtlessly, losing the 
message in what may be only routine singing. By the 
way, we do not “ sing number so-and-so,” but we do 
need the number to locate quickly the hymn whose 
opening line or words is usually its title. 


Sometimes it focuses attention on the message of 
the hymn to call attention to the author and date of 
a hymn, or very briefly to give a bit of the story con- 
nected with the writing, like Philip Brooks’ reason 
for writing “O little town of Bethlehem,” or that 
beautiful one about “Silent Night.” Such life-stories 
are good to catch the attention of children, especially 
in helping them to memorize a hymn. Anything that 
makes a printed hymn come alive can be rightly used 
in worship services. 


One word for us older women of the church, along 
that same line. Have you noticed or made a 
list of the hymns we all love to sing that were written 
by women? We all rejoice to realize that the very 
first Christmas hymn was sung by a woman, as Luke 
records the story of that Divine Birth. Those words 
of Mary’s own must have been among the “sayings” 
that Mary kept, “pondering them” in her mother-heart. 
See Luke 1:46-55 with 2:19. Years later she could re- 
peat this Christmas “carol” to Luke, the inspired bi- 
ographer of her Divine Son. Now, almost two thou- 
sand years later, what a long list we could compile of 
the songs of faith and adoration that have found their 
way into our hymn books and our hearts, written 












surely out of the living experiences of women who were 
Christian poets. 


Look up, in your own hymn book, these names of 
authors: Frances Ridley Havergal, Cecil Frances Alex- 
ander, Sarah F. Adams, Frances Crosby (the blind 
poet who could really “see” so much more than most 
of us with good eye-sight!), Anna L. Waring, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, whose “Battle Hymn” you may not 
“like,” but who can share with you her secret of the 
quiet heart, as you sing “Still, still with Thee. . .” 
As I grow older I find blessed comfort in both the 
words and music of a German woman’s hymn of faith, 
“Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side,” sung to 
the music Finlandia, by the musician of Finland, 
Sibellius. How universal is the Gospel of our one 
Lord and Savior! How long is your list of helpful 
hymns by women? 


In closing let us remind ourselves that it was Jesus 
who lifted woman up to her rightful place in the serv- 
ice of His Kingdom, to whom He has spoken and their 
beautiful hymns are their responses to His love. What 
“a day of rejoicing that will be” when we all of every 
nation, race and tribe, shall sing together the “song 
of Moses and the Lamb” (as we noted before) “around 
the throne of God in Heaven, in robes of light arrayed.” 


YOUTH PROGRAM—tfrom p. 16 


Third Speaker: 


This year we have two World Youth Projects. One 
is in Indonesia and the other is in Thailand. 


The funds in Indonesia will be used in the same 
way as they were in 1954. $875.00 will go towards the 
support of the Central Youth Office. It is the purpose 
of this office to co-ordinate Christian youth work 
throughout the vast island empire. The office shares 
in the oversight of Christian education and in inter- 
church aid, also the provision of Christian literature. 
It is here that camps and conferences are planned and 
that Christian students who go abroad are advised and 


helped. 


$300.00 goes towards the support of a Christian Youth 
magazine and other Christian publications for Indo- 
nesian youths. Since the young people are so scattered, 
this magazine is very important as a unifying force. 
It carries news and announcements as well as articles 
of instruction and inspiration. 


Another $400.00 will go towards the support of a 
Youth Training Conference. Christian leaders in Indo- 
nesia say that the greatest need of the Indonesian 
church is for trained leaders among the young people 
of their churches, who will later on occupy places of 
leadership in the churches of the community and of 
the nation. 


The Youth Project in which we shall have a share 
in Thailand is the building of a Youth Conference 
Center. $1,000 is budgeted for this project. There 
are about 4,000 Christian young people in Thailand 
scattered over an area of nearly a thousand miles. The 
opportunity to come together for Christian conferences 
in a central place will mean much to them in the way 
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of encouragement, inspiration and instruction. The 
proposed conference center will provide such an oppor- 
tunity. 


The Christian young people of Thailand are very 
enthusiastic about this project. They are engaged in 
all kinds of fund-raising activities in an effort to pro- 
vide a part of the needed money themselves. It is 
estimated that the total cost of the project will be above 
$9,000.00. It will likely be several years before this 
amount of money is available, but the Center is being 
built by units, and if a considerable portion of the 
money is made available immediately, the essential 
units can be built and the Center can begin its serv- 
ice immediately. Many of us have been inspired and 
strengthened by our attendance at Christian confer- 
ences. Surely we are glad for the opportunity to help 
provide such an experience for the Christian young 
people of Thailand. 


Program Leader: 


There is something very thrilling about crossing na- 
tional barriers and even oceans with our Christian un- 
dertakings. It is easy to be carried away with the fasci- 
nation of that which is romantic, and so we must re- 
member that the true usefulness of these projects de- 
pends not so much on how exciting they may be but 
upon how well they serve to honor Jesus Christ and to 
make Him known. Let us be faithful to pray that the 
Lord will use these projects to honor Himself, to win 
young people to Christ, and to build up those who 
believe. 


Offering and Prayer of Dedication: (Some groups 
will want to receive a special offering for this fund, 
and others will include it in their budget. In either 
case, send your money marked, “Ecumenical Fellow- 
ship Fund” to Rev. William H. Boyd, Box 1176, Rich- 
mond, Va.) 





EVERY FAMILY PLAN 
$2.00 


Send us—by your church or on behalf of your 
church—the membership list and a check to 
cover a total of $2.00 for each complete fam- 
ily, and the PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL will 
go into every home for 1 year. 
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CLUB PLAN 
$2.50 


Send us five (5) or more subscriptions on a 
single order which can be renewed in a single 
transaction and the PRESBYTERIAN JOUR- 
NAL will come to you for $2.50. 
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SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION BONUS 


With each single (new) subscription at the full 
price of $3.00 you may select a bonus from a 
large list of attractive books, such as G. Aiken 
Taylor’s ST. LUKE’S LIFE OF JESUS, which 
was an Evangelical Book Club Selection and a 
Doubleday Inspirational Book Club Selection. 
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UNION “FRIENDS” 
IMPLEMENTING 3-YEAR 
PROGRAM 


RICHMOND, Va. — Through the 
medium of personal contacts and local 
meetings throughout the 23 support- 
ing Presbyteries, the “Friends of the 
Seminary” have launched a three-year 
program of enlistment and support in 
preparation for the 150th Anniversary 
of Union Theological Seminary, to be 
celebrated in 1962. Since 1945, when 
the “Friends” became organized, the 
movement has greatly strengthened 
the work of the Seminary with the 
prayers, interest and gifts of increas- 
ing numbers of friends, the improve- 
ment of the physical facilities of the 


Seminary — especially for the con- 
venience and comfort of the students. 
The present program encompasses 


three objectives: 1) enlistment of more 
friends within the Seminary’s four sup- 
porting Synods; 2) recruiting of more 
men for the ministry of Jesus Christ; 
and 3) implementing the “keystone” 
plan of supporting the basic needs of 
students attending the Seminary. Mrs. 
Elizabeth M. McKnight is director of 
the “Friends”? movement. 





LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIP 
WINNERS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Six graduat- 
ing seniors and one alumnus of Louis- 
ville Theological Seminary have been 
awarded fellowships for graduate 
study. From the left, below, the grad- 
uating students are, Malcolm Lee Peel, 
James William Young, Jr., Norman 
William Vassey, Syngman Rhee, Peter 
Alexander Eckert, Lewis Thomas Raw- 
lings. 


JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


Douglas George Cates, graduate in 
the class of 1954, has been awarded 
the Fellowship in pastoral counseling. 
Peel has been awarded the Walter 
Kennedy Patterson Fellowship in New 
Testament. Young has been awarded 
the Mr. and Mrs. Olof Anderson, Sr., 
Fellowship. Vassey has won the Field- 
ing Lewis Walker Fellowship in Doc- 
trinal Theology. Rhee, son of a North 
Korea Presbyterian minister, will con- 
tinue his studies on a special fellow- 
ship from an anonymous donor. Eckert 
has been honored with the Bradford 
Noyes Fellowship award. And Raw- 
lings will study under the Andrew 
Patterson Fellowship in Biblical The- 
ology. 





MISSIONARIES APPOINTED 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN) — Ap- 
pointed at the March meeting of the 
Board of World Missions were eighteen 
new missionaries to four mission fields. 
Among them are the first missionaries 
to Iraq in modern times to serve un- 
der the Presbyterian Church, U. S 


IRAQ — The Rev. and Mrs. Law- 
rence Hubbard Richards of Sarasota, 
Fla. and Decatur, Ga., will be our only 
missionaries among the Moslems. 


JAPAN — Mr. and Mrs. James 
Ballagh Moore of Japan and Spruce 
Pine, N. C. were appointed Evan- 
gelistic Missionaries to Japan. Mr. 
Moore, son of Presbyterian mission- 
aries to Japan the Rev. and Mrs. B. 
C. Moore, expects to graduate from 
Union Seminary this spring. 


TAIWAN — Appointed to Taiwan 
was Miss Faith Evangeline Skepstad, 
who, accepting the appointment, will 
transfer from her present work as a 
medical missionary for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, marrying Presby- 
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terian missionary the Rev. H. B. Brad- 
ley. Miss Mary Kathleen Kepler, 
daughter of Taiwan missionaries the 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Kepler, was 
named an Evangelistic Missionary to 
Taiwan. Appointed Educational Mis- 
sionaries were Dr. and Mrs. Averal 
Theodore Trimble, Jr., of St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 


BRAZIL — Ten new appointees 
were named to Brazil: Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Gunder Seaquist, of Mont- 
gomery, Ala., have been serving a 
three-year term as teachers of mis- 
sionaries’ children. They have been 
granted life-time appointments as Ed- 
ucational Missionaries. Miss Ella Ko- 
roch, who has been serving as a mis- 
sionary under the Baptist Board, has 
responded to a call to teach Presby- 
terian missionaries’ children. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Charles Etheridge, of At- 
lanta, Ga., will go out as Business Mis- 
sionaries. Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Hoover Sisk of Slater, S. C. will go as 
Educational Missionaries to West Bra- 
zil. Both are members of the Thorn- 
well Memorial Church, Clinton, S. C. 
Appointed to the East Brazil Mission 
were the Rev. and Mrs. Earle Dukes 
Roberts of Athens and Atlanta, Ga., 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Carl Joseph 
Hahn, Sr., of Lavras, Brazil. Mr. Rob- 
erts expects to teach in the Presby- 
terian seminary. Mr. and Mrs Hahn 
have been teaching in the Gammon In- 
stitute, Lavras, being employed direct- 
ly by the institution rather than having 
been appointed by any Mission Board. 





LA. MEN HEAR DR. GUTZKE 
OPELOUSAS, La. — (PN) — More 
than 200 Presbyterian laymen of Lou- 
isiana Presbytery heard Dr. George 
Manford Gutzke of Columbia Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Decatur, Ga., address 
their spring rally. Dr. Gutzke spoke 
on the theme of the rally, “Meet Your 
Maker.” Dr. Ed Grant, formerly ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., also addressed 
the men. 





BULLETIN 


JACKSON, Miss.—Dr. R. McFerran 
Crowe has resigned as president of 
Belhaven College effective August 31, 
1960. Dr. Crowe intends to pursue 
further graduate study. 
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“This is, without a doubt, the most 
inefficient organization I have ever 
seen. I'll let them take care of the 
Sunday School, and I'll take care of 
the church.” 


Such was my cynical attitude about 
our Sunday School after two weeks in 
a new church several years ago. The 
school was running around 90 to 100 
in attendance, and it amazed me that 
anyone bothered to come at all. 


As a firm believer in evangelism, I 
felt certain that the way to build a 
church was to preach the Gospel and 
get people saved. The Sunday 
School, I reasoned, could take care 
of itself. One year later I sat at my 
desk a very discouraged young pas- 
tor. I had just taken stock of our 
Sunday School situation. To my dis- 
may I had found that our Sunday 
School had increased by the grand 
total of 10 members! What were we 
to do? 


The answer came that very day in 
the mail, although I didn’t realize it 
as I opened the envelope. It was 
an invitation to attend a Sunday 
School conference featuring Dr. Hen- 
rietta C. Mears, well-known Sunday 
School authority and Editor-in-Chief 
of Gospel Light Bible Lessons. 


I decided to attend, and invited sev- 
eral Sunday School leaders in our 
church to join me. After three days 
of informative, inspiring, Sunday 
School workshops, lectures, and mes- 
sages, all of us were literally trans- 
formed. Our outlook on Sunday 
School work was completely 
changed, and we returned to our 
own church filled with enthusiasm. 
We lost no time in putting what we 
had learned into action. 


During the next five years we had 
the joy of watching our Sunday 
School attendance grow steadily from 
around 100 to close to 400. I have 
since taken another pastorate, but 
understand that this same Sunday 


School is now running well over 
400. 


Now the important question is, what 
was the reason for this new enthusi- 
asm and growth? What did that 
conference do to change our out- 
look? 


S AXIS TET TEESE ETE I AI AAAALZAA,AAAAAAAAAA 

My Mind Ab Sunday School! 

* | Changed My Mind About Sunday School! 

° 

: Tm F. LaHaye, Pastor, Scott Memorial Baptist Church, San Diego, California r 
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Well, first and foremost, I, the pas- 
tor, saw the tremendous importance 
in Sunday School work. The leaders 
who attended with me saw it too. 


For the first time we all realized that 
here was our greatest opportunity for 
Bible teaching. Here was the greatest 
soul-saving agency in our entire 
church program. Here, indeed, was 
the best way to reach homes for 
Christ. 


Here was the greatest training cen- 
ter, and here was the place where 
more lives were to be dedicated to 
the mission field than anywhere else. 


We decided that if Sunday School 
had the potential for the most fruit, 
it was worthy of the most work. In 
these busy days, no Christian can 
spend his time without getting prop- 
er return for the Lord. We realized 
that the best place to make our lives 
count for Christ was the Sunday 
School. There we could invest our 
lives in other lives, and these in turn 
would be invested in still other lives. 


It was revolutionary for me as a pas- 
tor to realize that I didn’t have to 
lead every soul in our church pro- 
gram to Christ single-handed. I very 
quickly saw that a consecrated Sun- 
day School teacher, with only a 
small flock, was in a much better 
position to reach them for Christ 
than I was. For this reason I concen- 
trated on helping teachers learn how 
to become good shepherds, able to 
bring many into the fold and keep 
them from straying with efficient, 
effective, teaching of the Word. 


The second factor, then, in the 
growth of our Sunday School was 
teacher training. At the Sunday 





School Conference that gave us our 
new vision, proper training of teach- 
ers and staff was strongly empha- 
sized. We launched our own teacher 
training program, and even had a 
Sunday School Conference in our 
own church on a minor scale. 


This gave confidence and “know- 
how” to teachers who previously 
never dreamed it possible that they 
could teach, but who secretly wished 
they could. 


The better trained our teachers 
were, the higher the standards of our 
Sunday School. It seems a complete 
circle: the better trained and more 
enthusiastic the teacher, the more 
interesting the class; the more inter- 
esting the class, the more children 
who attend; the more children at- 
tending, the more enthusiastic the 
teacher. 


The Sunday School has no problem 
in getting visitors to attend. The 
main problem is making the lessons 
interesting enough so visitors will 
come back. 


The third factor was our change to 
closely graded Sunday School ma- 
terials that helped train our teach- 
ers, giving them confidence, and 
making their Bible teaching inter- 
esting to all of the age groups in 
our Sunday School. 


The fourth factor was another sig- 
nificant change in my own attitude. 
I hesitate to say this for fear of be- 
ing misunderstood, but a_pastor’s 
attitude sets the pace for the entire 
church. 


If the pastor is not concerned about 
the Sunday School, the church mem- 
bers will not be concerned. If the 
pastor is concerned, he can use the 
Sunday School as illustrative ma- 
terial in his messages, and oc- 
casionally exalt Sunday School teach- 
ers as an example of “good works” 
in the Christian life. 


Through these and other methods 
he, week by week, can mold the con- 
gregation into a Sunday School- 
minded church. This, in turn, en- 
thuses the workers on the staff so 
that they do better work, and it 
makes it much easier to secure ad- 
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ditional workers as needed. Without 
any question, the pastor is the key 
to the Sunday School. 


Pastors are frugal with their time, 
and they may well ask the question, 
“What results can I expect if I invest 
myself in the Sunday School?” I 
think there are four: 


One result is the salvation of many 
souls. The better the Sunday School, 
the more who will attend; the more 
who attend, the more who will be 
converted. National figures record 
that 85 per cent of all church con- 
verts come from the Sunday School. 


A second result is mature Christian 
leaders. Leaders are trained, not 
born. The Sunday School is the best 
training ground the church has. I 
am convinced that, because of the 
diversification of duties, anyone who 
really wants to serve the Lord can 
find some place to do it in the Sun- 
day School. In exercising his talents 
toward the fulfillment of Sunday 
School duties, he is automatically 
training himself for additional of- 
fices throughout the church. 


Result number three is a faster grow- 
ing church. I have never met a 
preacher who was not interested in 
increasing the size of his church. 
Nothing does this as consistently as 
a good Sunday School. I know of 


| relatively few churches that are be- 


ing built today because of tremen- 
dous preaching in the pulpit. I do 
know, however, that across America 
many churches are growing by leaps 
and bounds because of an efficient, 
progressive Sunday School. 


A fourth important result is that en- 
tire families can be reached for 
Christ. As soon as our Sunday School 
started to improve, we saw parents 
start to come to church with their 


j children instead of merely sending 


them. More Christian homes were 


} definitely established in our com- 


munity because of our rejuvenated 
Sunday School. 


As a final word for all fellow pastors, 
it is my studied opinion that next to 
our responsibility to “preach the 
Word” is our responsibility to build 
a strong Sunday School that can 
“teach the Word” as well. Truly, in 
building a strong Sunday School we 
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are building a strong church, for the 
honor and glory of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 


* * * * 


To help you build a strong church 
through more effective Bible teach- 
ing in your Sunday School, send for 
the new full color filmstrip, “John- 
ny, Don’t Do That”. It presents a 
dramatic picture of the spiritual 
growth of a normal boy, and his 
Sunday School's effect on his life. 
Use it free for your next teaching 
staff meeting. Please state whether 
you require sound on 33-1/3 LP rec- 
ord or on tape, and give your first 
and second choice of dates. See your 
authorized Gospel Light supplier or 
write Gospel Light Publications, 
Dept. GR40, Glendale 5, California 
or Mound, Minnesota. 


ASSEMBLY—from p. 4 
Office of the Assembly 


The meeting of the 1961 Assembly 
will be in the Highland Park church 
of Dallas, Texas; of the 1962 As- 
sembly, in the First Church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. A recommendation is 
being made to raise the per capita tax 
to 27c. And a new manual is being 
offered for approval on the work of 
the “Committee on Assembly Opera- 
tion”’. 


We are inclined to view with favor 
the effort being made to require that 
a reasonable number of meetings of 
the General Assembly be scheduled in 
Montreat. It seems an unnecessary 
expense to pay out thousands of dol- 
lars every year in order to cover the 
extra cost involved when local churches 
are granted the privilege of entertain- 
ing our highest Court. 





PRESBYTERIAN CONFERENCE 
ON CHURCH MUSIC 
Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education 
July 7 - 13, 1960 
Montreat, North Carolina 


FACULTY 


Vernon de Tar, F.A.G.O., 
New York City 
Organ Technique and Repertoire 


Haskell Boyter, M.S.Mus., Atlanta 
Voice Class and Music for 


Radio and Television 


Donald Kettring, D. Mus., Pittsburgh Betty L. Peek, M.S.,Mus., Charlotte 


Choral Organization 


Mabel Boyter, B.Mus., Atlanta 
Children’s Choirs 


Earl F. Berg, M.S.M., Charlotte 
Advanced Conducting 


James R. Sydnor, D.S.Mus., Richmond 


Hymnology and Music in 
Christian Education 


Wyatt Insko, M.Mus., Richmond 


Organ Construction and Design 


Handbells 


Paul Tudor Jones, D.D., Memphis 
Bible Hour 


James Hart, B.Mus., Winston-Salem 


Youth Choirs 


Stephen Ortlip, M.S.Mus., 
Lookout Mountain 
Choral Technique and Repertoire 


Richard M. Peek, S.M.D., Charlotte 
New Choral and Organ Music 


The finest training for all interested in Church Music — Choir directors, 
organists, Church School musicians, Choir Members. 


FEATURES: 


Concerts, forums each evening; Demonstration choirs; 


Church music exhibits, private lessons. 


MUSIC CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND TUITION——$10.00 


For a descriptive folder giving full information and Registration Blank 


Write now to Dr. Richard Peek, Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 
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PAUL AND THE SALVATION OF 
MANKIND, by Johannes Munck. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, 334 pp. $6.50. 


The commendable purpose of the 
Professor of New Testament Exegesis 
at the University of Aarhus, Denmark, 
in this work is to correct what he con- 
ceives to have been an error in Pauline 
studies for the last hundred years. 
This error had its roots in the assump- 
tions of Ferdinand Christian Baur and 
the Tubingen School. While agreeing 
that the literary hypotheses of the 
Tubingen School have long been re- 
jected, Munck insists that the histori- 
cal point of view of that School is 
still held by so many as to be the 
“traditional” position. 


The advocates of this position have 
held that a deeply-rooted conflict ex- 
isted between Paul and a Judaizing 
party in Jerusalem; that when Paul 
rediscovered the universalism and free- 
dom that Jesus represented, it put him 
out of line with the primitive Church. 


Prof. Munck denies that such a 
Judaizing party ever existed in Jeru- 
salem and that there was any funda- 
mental conflict between Paul and the 
Church in Jerusalem. The Judaizing 
party, Munck insists, was a Gentile 
Christian heresy. Paul was in agree- 
ment with the other apostles that the 
salvation of Israel was of prime im- 
portance. His approach was to seek 
to win the Gentiles in order that the 
Jews might be provoked to jealousy 
and thereby led to receive Christ as 
the Messiah. 


Adherents of the Tubingen theory 
should read this book in order that 
they may discover what can be said 
against their position. They may be 
led to change their views. 


There is space for only one criticism. 
The Tubingen School assumed the ac- 
curacy of Acts and discredited the 
witness of Paul’s letters. Munck de- 
clares emphatically that the letters of 
Paul are the primary sources and that 
the witness of Acts is secondary. If 
the Tubingen hypothesis casts doubt 
on the historicity of Paul’s statements, 
Munck certainiy questions the histori- 
city of Acts. Munck does not think 
that it is possible to harmonize the 
statements of Paul and Luke. I am 


not convinced of that. Some New 
Testament scholar should undertake 
to show once and for all that there 
was no basic conflict between Paul 
and the Church in Jerusalem, in the 
context of the historical accuracy of 
the writings of Paul and the Acts of 
the Apostles. 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Maryland 





DIVINE ELECTION, by G. C. Ber- 
kouwer. Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids. 336 pp. $4.50. 


Election is before our Church by 
overture from Charleston Presbytery. 
It is before the Reformed world by 
Barthian attacks upon classical Cal- 
vinism and by Van Til’s making God’s 
eternal decrees his point of departure 
with the consequent maintenance of 
the equal ultimacy of election and 
reprobation. Berkouwer goes into ev- 
ery issue connected with the blessed 
truth of predestination with his 
accustomed thoroughness. If one keeps 
close to the boundaries marked out by 
Scripture he finds here the heart of 
the Church. “The Reformers constant- 
ly discussed election in the light of 
God’s Word and in unbreakable con- 
nection with the Christ of Scripture.” 


Our redemption depends on God’s 
decision. It is more than an offer of 
grace, rather it is a gift granted by 
the free, sovereign Giver. According 
to John 6, one hears, learns, is drawn, 
is given and then comes. The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ elect- 
ed us... not an arbitrary abstract 
deity. There is not a hiddenness in 
Him that becomes a menace for the 
trustworthiness revealed in Christ. 
Calvin following Ephesians 1:4 finds 
election in Christ and this is clearly 
set forth in Institutes III.xxii.1, in 
distinction from the erroneous account 
given by Dr. J. K. S. Reid of this 
paragraph in the Scottish Journal of 
Theology, 1:12. One who checks 
Reid in the Latin and in the English 
finds that he has lifted five words of 
Calvin’s out of their context and so 
ascribed to Calvin the opposite of what 
the Genius of Geneva taught. For 
Calvin, no man is loved by God but in 
Christ. 


Against Van Til, Berkouwer takes 
his point of departure not in the de- 
crees of God but in the revelation of 
God in Christ and denies the equal 
ultimacy of election and reprobation. 
They are not equally ultimate because 
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the Scriptures do not so represent 
them, Cf. John 3:1-21; Matt. 25:31- 


45. Rejection is often presented in 
the Bible as God’s answer to man’s 
sin. God’s free grace is the direct 
cause of man’s election; Calvin objects 
that some men seek the cause of their 
condemnation in heaven when they 
ought to seek it in their own selves. 


The great misconception is that elec- 
tion leads some to pretentiousness and 
highmindedness rather than to grati- 
tude and humility. Election to serv- 
ice ought not to be placed over against 
election to salvation. The latter is 
specifically affirmed in II Thess. 2:13 
and Acts 13:48 but it turns one not 
from but to the service of the world. 
“The Christian life finds its expres- 
sion in the election because it found 
therein, in Christ, its origin.” 


Before we change our Confession 
to conform to the inaccurate charges 
against Calvin made by Reid, or the 
logic of equal ultimacy, let us see the 
classical Calvinism set forth by this 
master theologian in its Biblical and 
Christological relations. Let us under- 
stand Calvin and the Standards before 
we undertake to change them. For 
Calvin Christ as God is the electing 
God, as man he is the brightest ex- 
ample of election, as the Mediator 
he is the mirror of election. In con- 
nection with his exposition of Mal. 1:2, 
Calvin prays that “we may be led to 
Christ only as the fountain of elec- 
tion.” 

—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





REASONS FOR FAITH, by John 
H. Gerstner. Harper and Brothers, 
New York. 245 pp. $4.00. 


Here is a stimulating, thought pro- 
voking book that should encourage 
self-examination and lively discussion 
among those persons who read it. The 
author purposes “. . . to present a ra- 
tional approach to our deepest and 
most irrepressible need — God.” He 
points out that in today’s world there 
seems to be evidence of an increased 
tendency to ‘believe’, but he questions 
the validity of what some people be- 
lieve. 


In his rational approach to the prob- 
lem of Christian faith, Dr. Gerstner 
states that if it be true, Christianity 
“. . . answers the greatest problem 
which has agitated the mind of suffer- 
ing mankind.” The theistic argument, 
revelation, miracles, prophecies, 
archaeology, the Biblical religion, and 
other religions of the world are pre- 
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sented as the theme of this book is de- 
veloped. Consideration is given to ob- 
jections to Christianity which have 
come from evolution, anthropology, de- 
terminism, and Biblical criticism, as 
well as those objections based on the 
shortcomings of the Church. Conclud- 
ing, the author emphasizes that al- 
though faith has an intellectual ele- 
ment, true Christianity involves a per- 
sonal relationship to Christ which con- 
cerns our emotions and wills as well 
as our intellect. 


In addition to arguments for faith, 
this book presents basic Christian doc- 
trine in a sound, logical, and reverent 
manner that should promote maturity 
in Christians — and provoke interest 
and respect on the part of non-be- 
lievers. The chapter on “The Biblical 
Religion” is one that would benefit 
all persons who feel that need of a 
brief, concise explanation of redemp- 
tion. 


—Miss Virginia A. Langston 
Baton Rouge, La. 





THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS, 
by Emil Brunner. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 168 pp. $3.50. 


Brunner analyzes the structure of 
the Epistle to the Romans clearly and 
simply. He points out that following 
the preamble in which Paul introduces 
himself and seeks to get in touch with 
this Community, he at once procedes 
to his main theme: the lost state of 
mankind without the redemption of 
Christ, both Gentiles and Jews; they 
are sinners, both of them. Then fol- 
lows the second main theme: the un- 
folding of the message of Christ’s 
redemption. This two-fold main part 
is then followed by two more: Part 
Two which deals with God’s plan for 
the world as revealed in Christ in the 
light of the Jewish people and Part 
Three which draws the consequences 
from Christ’s message for the practi- 
eal life. 


There is no document of human, 
spiritual history, says Brunner, where 
passion of feeling, power of thought, 
and inexorableness of will are so per- 
fectly permeated by one another as 
here. The author observes, “In the 
face of this voleanic original produc- 
tion in which everything surges red 
hot out of the depths of the divine 
mystery of love, the cheap contrast 
between life and doctrine, theology 
and piety, passes away. To be sure, 
Paul is a theological teacher and think- 
er, but he is one whom we cannot 
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follow without having our whole life 
set in motion.” 


This reviewer has read most of 
Brunner’s writings. Many of them 
have been disappointing. This vol- 
ume, however, is by far the best thing 
we have seen from his pen. The ex- 
egesis is excellent. The entire volume 
is richly stimulating. It has very few 
objectionable features, and the evan- 
gelical student can read it with ap- 
preciation. One of the most valuable 
parts of the book is the appendix that 
gives some leading ideas in the teach- 
ing of Paul. Eighteen leading words 
used in Romans are defined and il- 
luminated. 


—John R. Richardson, , D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE PREACHER’S CALLING TO 
BE SERVANT, by D. T. Niles. Harper 
& Bros., New York. 144 pp. $2.50. 


In this sequel to THE PREACHER’S 
TASK AND THE STONE OF STUM- 
BLING, the new Secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference treats of 
the ministry rather than the message 
of the preacher. According to the 
author, the Church is not an extension 
of the Incarnation itself, but rather of 
the ministry of Him who became in- 
carnate in order to serve. Our calling 
is to be servants. 


“The calling of a preacher is not 
simply a call to preach, with his task 
to be understood in terms of preach- 
ing as such. Rather the calling of a 
preacher is like every Christian call- 
ing a call to share in the continuing 
ministry of the risen and ascended 
Lord . . . When we surrendered our- 
selves to Him we surrendered ourselves 
to become His servants. And it is 
right that it should be so. For He 
Himself is Servant, so that we as 
servants of the Servant can have no 
other career.” 


D. T. Niles is one of the most effec- 
tive writers in the religious field to- 
day. The only discordant note is 
introduced by his universalism which— 
interestingly enough — does not af- 
fect his evangelistic zeal. His is a 
universalism of the future life, not 
of this present one. For him Christ 
is the only answer to the abundant 
life here and now and men must be 
won to Him if they are to participate 
in it. However, those who miss Him 
in this life, though they miss much now 





will meet Him in eternity for — as the 
author wrote this reviewer — the 
Scripture says, “I will seek my sheep 
until I find it.” 

—G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


JUNGLE DOCTOR’S CROOKED DEAL- 
INGS, by Paul White. Eerdmans Publ: 
Co., Grand Rapids. 120 pp. $1.50. This 
is number 16 in the “Jungle Doctor” series 
fer boys and girls. Easy reading, the in- 
terest level is fairly high. Unfortunately, 


children do not take easily to Christian 
literature. They are too often satiated 
with the violence and sophistication of 
their daily TV fare. 

RUSTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Published privately, this is a history of the 
Ruston, La. church, compiled by the clerk 
»f Session, Mr. John P. Graham. Taste- 
fully done, a thorough historical study. 
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You'll need no threats to bring children 
to VBS when you use Great Commission 
materials. With full emphasis on the Bible 
itself, the Great Commission course for 
1960 provides fascination and excitement 
to catch and hold the attention even of 
“problem” children. 

If you want your VBS to “get across” 
the Bible’s message to boys and girls, 
you'll like the approach of this course with 
two related Bible lessons each day, rein- 
forced by Scripture and hymn memorization 
and handwork that teaches — and does 
not just amuse. 


Get everybody going to your VBS! 
Send today for your FREE VBS CATA- 
LOG. Complete Sample Kits, $3.75 ppd. 
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MINISTERS 


John L. Davis, Il, now doing grad- 
uate work at Union Seminary, has 
accepted a call from the Vandalia, 
N. C. church in Orange Presbytery. 


T. C. Bryan, from Winston-Salem, 
N. C., to Fairmont church, Lexing- 
ton, N. C. 


Ben A. Carpenter, a recent graduate 
of Austin Seminary, has been or- 
dained and installed pastor of the 
First Church, Alma, Ark. 


J. E. Watts (Chap.), from Athens, 
Ga., to Navy No. 926, c/o Fleet 
Post Office, San Francisco. 


George H. Bucher, from Miami, Fla., 
to 253 Livingston Ave., New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. 


E. Joseph Hulse, from Charleston, 


W. Va., to the newly organized 
Green Valley, W. Va., church. 


Wm. W. Fletcher, from Belle, 
W. Va., to the Springfield church, 
Sykesville, Md. 


MISSIONARIES 


R. H. Mcllwaines have changed sta- 
tions in Japan. Their new address: 
19 Shinhama-cho, Fukushima-shi, 
Japan. 


CORRECTION 


John K. Boyd’s new address is Hills- 
ville, Va., rather than W. Va. 





DEATHS 
Charles C. Shafe, retired and semi- 
invalid former missionary to the 
Congo, died in a home accident in 
Metter, Ga., March 21. 


LETTERS 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


I have read with interest your oc- 
casional remarks about Capital Punish- 
ment. Your courage to go out on a 
limb in this matter is commendable. 
Enclosed is a clipping telling of a full 
pardon our governor recently gave a 
robber-murderer who killed a_ store 
owner in a holdup. Convicted and 
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sentenced in 1953, the murderer has 
now presumably paid his debt to so- 
ciety, to the family of the murdered 
man and to justice. Now the best in- 
terests of all concerned (and of any 
others who may be contemplating sim- 
ilar behavior) will be served by turn- 
ing him loose again. He was kept 
from his freedom for a little more than 
the length of time many veterans gave 
from their lives to the service of their 
country. 
—Lee Brown 
Alexandria, La. 





CHILDREN’S PAGE? 


Have you ever considered using one 
page for small children? I have two 
children under school age and they 
thoroughly enjoy stories read to them. 
I like the Journal and its articles but 
I wish you could squeeze in a story 
for children. 


—Mrs. Hayden W. Williams 
Salisbury, N. C. 


In response to increasing numbers 
of requests for a Children’s Page . . . 
we'll just have to see what we can 


do.— Ed. 





FILING PROBLEMS 


Please have the articles in the Jour- 
nal confined as nearly as possible to 
fit the page size and printed in the 
same section. This makes for much 
easier and quicker filing of these won- 
derful articles. Also where possible, 
don’t print two main articles on the 
same page, front and back. This 
causes much tearing of hair, for in- 
stance, as to whether to save and file 
“Predestination” and disregard the 
contribution on the “Holy Spirit” or 
vice versa. 


—(Rev.) James Coad 
Perry, Ga. 


We have often wondered why min- 
isters tend to baldness. There are 
some reasons why we cannot always 
accede to requests of this kind but 


we are trying.—Ed. 





THIS AND THAT 


Words cannot express the joy that 
the messages in the Journal have 
brought to us, as a family. Praise 
God for those servants of His who 
can discern the teaching of the Spirit 
from the teaching and influence of 


Satan and the world. And praise God 
for those who are willing to publish 
the Truth in all its holy worth... 


I have only one fault to find: Why 
are not all the lessons, editorials, 
stories, etc. so arranged that one can 
file them separately? How wonderful 
if the S.S. lessons, Youth Work, Circle 
programs, etc. could each be printed 
on one page — front and back — for 
easy clipping and filing. Then all the 
empty space on the extra pages could 
be filled with “this and that.” 

—Mrs. James M. Gilland 
Rt. 2, Mebane, N. C. 


The problem of arrangement and of 
space is the biggest headache an edi- 
tor has. Some program leaders do 
NOT want programs printed “front 
and back”’ so they can be clipped and 
handed out. We fear that to follow 
an arrangement as above would ser- 
iously curtail the “‘meat’’ and would 
double the “this and that.”” Why not 
subscribe to TWO JOURNALS then 
clip all you please ?—Ed. 





MORAL REARMAMENT 


Regarding the editorial on Moral 
Rearmament (Mar. 9), I think there 
must be a little misunderstanding. I 
have met these people and found them 
to be sincere Christians trying to bring 
people to Christ, living a life nearer 
to the Sermon on the Mount than most 
of us do... Regarding Peter Howard 
and his becoming converted and lam- 
basting Capitalism: European Capital- 
ism is more selfish than American. We 
have a Christian heritage in America 
which has had a dominating influence 
in big business, such as one price to 
all, satisfaction guaranteed and the 
customer is right, as well as honesty. 


—Thos. J. Brackett 
Sarasota, Fla. 





LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT 


I was impressed favorably with your 
magazine after seeing one issue for 
the first time. The Bible-centered and 
conservative nature of your editorials 
and articles will make your weekly a 
truly welcome item in our mail. En- 
closed is our check. 


—Henry E. Sauber 
Mount Rainier, Md. 


We always have believed in love at 
first sight.—Ed. 
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